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Activity 1: Cubist �sh 

Year level
Prep and upwards

Overview
This activity can be structured to suit 
di�erent year levels. Students apply 
di�erent skill levels to produce a poster or 
work of art relating to �sh and their threats.

Outcome
Students will gain an understanding of �sh 
species in the Great Barrier Reef, and the 
threats they face, as well as examples of 
ways individuals can take action to increase 
�sh populations and habitats. They will also 
learn about the Cubist art movement.

Materials
• Dependent on year level and activity,  
 see each year level.

What to do
Prep and Year 1
Provide students with a �sh design with 
lines and segments already included for 
students to colour in sections. Alternatively, 
students can draw a �sh, cut it up and glue 
back in a new way. See examples below.

Year 3 and 4 
Students can be given a template of a �sh 
and they create their own patterns and lines.

























Activity 1: Create paper mache whales 

Year level
Year 3 and upwards

Overview
Using templates, create paper mache whales. Once completed, use the Chatterpix® app to 
make the whale creation talk about threats whales face and positive reef actions (found in 
the poster and through wider research) we can adopt to minimise the threats.

Outcome
Students understand threats to whale survival, species vulnerability, threat prevention and 
species protection. Students learn how to make paper mache and apply techniques to 
creative displays.

Materials
• Access to the internet
• Access to Chatterpix® app https://apps.apple.com/au/app/chatterpix-kids/id734046126
• Paper mache materials – paper, glue, paint
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What to do
1. View the following video to introduce humpback whales: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CnKgRXGt-S8
2. Read the fact sheet on humpback whale: http://elibrary.gbrmpa.gov.au/jspui/handle/11017/2868 
3. Introduce the challenge: create a life-size version of the humpback whale. Students use chalk, markers or rope to produce a life size

version of the humpback whale. Optional: include an outline of an adult or student for comparison.
4. Read the picture book ‘Counting on Frank’ by Rod Clements.
5. Provide students with the print-out of the humpback as well with the following measurements:

Length – 15m; Pectoral �n length – 5m; Dorsal �n – set back 10m; Blow hole – 50cm long; Tail width – 5.5m
6. An extra challenge could then convert measurements into centimetres and millimetres.

Year level
Year 4 and upwards

Overview
Students use the measurements of the humpback whale to create a life-size representation. Students then mark out the exclusion zones 
between a vessel and a whale as depicted in the poster. 

Outcome
Students understand relative dimensions and how to represent them. Students understand the exclusion zone between vessels and 
whales so as to not disturb them during migration season. Students understand the large size of humpback whales and the unique 
challenges they face in the ocean.

Materials
• Access to the internet
• Access to a library for the reading material
• Materials to represent a life-size whale – rope, chalk, markers

Activity 2: Life-size representation of humpback whale and exclusion zones

Curriculum links 

General capabilities:
Literacy, numeracy, critical and creative thinking and 
personal and social.

Mathematics: 
Use scaled instruments to measure and compare lengths, 
masses, capacities and temperatures (ACMMG084)
Solve problems involving the comparison of lengths and 
areas using appropriate units (ACMMG137)

Information links
http://www.gbrmpa.gov.au/access-and-use/responsible-reef-practices/caring-for-the-reef 
http://www.gbrmpa.gov.au/the-reef/animals/whales-and-dolphins 

The Junior Outlook Reef Beat presents a series of posters focused on results 
from the Authority’s Outlook Report 2019, introduces some amazing animals 
seen along the Reef and the actions students can take to protect the Reef. www.gbrmpa.gov.au
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Activity 1: Create a story book on sharks

Year level
Year 3 and upwards

Overview
Students create a picture book modelling the similar writing technique 
used by Kim Michelle Toft in ‘One Less Fish’. The book depicts the threats 
sharks face and how we can use positive actions to protect them.

Outcome
Students learn and apply di�erent writing techniques. Students 
understand the role alpha predators play in our environment. Students 
can develop presentation and reading aloud skills.

Materials
• Access to library books
• Access to the internet to research sharks
• Access to Book Creator app or paper and colouring pens to make a book

What to do
1. Read ‘One Less Fish’ by Kim Michelle Toft. Discuss the rhyming technique and structure of sentences.
2. Introduce students to their challenge: using the same writing technique, make a picture book titled ‘One Less Shark’. For ease of the activity,

focus on �ve shark species.
3. Students research �ve species of shark found on the Great Barrier Reef using for example Aquaview’s 5 Shark Species of the Great Barrier Reef 

https://www.leisurepro.com/blog/explore-the-blue/5-shark-species-great-barrier-reef/)
4. Students also need to research threats faced by sharks on the Great Barrier Reef.

The picture book could be published in Book Creator app or as a book. 

Extend this activity 
Share �nished books with prep classes.

Curriculum links 
Cross curriculum priority - sustainability

General capabilities:
Literacy, numeracy, information and ICT Capability, critical and creative 
thinking and personal and social.

English:
Create texts that adapt language features and patterns encountered in literary 
texts, for example characterisation, rhyme, rhythm, mood, music, sound 
e�ects and dialogue (ACELT1791)
Understand that di�erent types of texts have identi�able text structures and 
language features that help the text serve its purpose (ACELA1463)

Understand how di�erent types of texts vary in use of language choices, 
depending on their purpose and context (for example, tense and types of 
sentences) (ACELA1478) 
Understand how texts vary in complexity and technicality depending on the 
approach to the topic, the purpose and the intended audience (ACELA1490) 
Understand how texts vary in purpose, structure and topic as well as the 
degree of formality (ACELA1500)

Information links
https://bit.ly/3apCNkQ
http://elibrary.gbrmpa.gov.au/jspui/handle/11017/947
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What to do
1. Get students to play with a variety of board games to give inspiration.
2. Students design and build a board game highlighting the problems

sharks are facing and what can be done to help them.
3. Have students play other students’ games in a round, and provide

feedback on each game.

Year level
Year 3 and upwards

Overview
Design a board game highlighting the threats to the Reef and positive actions which 
can be taken for sharks on the Great Barrier Reef.

Outcome
Students learn and apply gaming techniques. Students understand the role alpha 
predators play in our environment. Students can develop presentation skills.

Materials
• Board games
• Paper, colouring implements, glue, sticky tape, other items required to make

a board game

Activity 2: Shark board game

Curriculum links 
Cross curriculum priority - sustainability

General capabilities:
Literacy, numeracy, information and ICT capability, critical and 
creative thinking and personal and social.

Information links
https://bit.ly/3apCNkQ
http://elibrary.gbrmpa.gov.au/jspui/handle/11017/947

The Junior Outlook Reef Beat presents a series of posters focused on results 
from the Authority’s Outlook Report 2019, introduces some amazing animals 
seen along the Reef and the actions students can take to protect the Reef. www.gbrmpa.gov.au

Whitetip reef shark

Ornate wobbegong
















