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Being Reef Smart means 
enjoying the beauty and 
wonder of the Great 
Barrier Reef Marine Park 
responsibly and safely.



DO NOT
FEED THE FISH
Feeding the �sh changes behaviour.
Feeding little �sh attracts bigger �sh.
Although feeding �sh can be fun, to
Be Reef Smart, Do Not Feed the Fish.

DO NOT
THROW SCRAPS

OVERBOARD
Please do not throw waste or scraps 
overboard. Instead Be Reef Smart 
and use your waste bins on-board 
your boat, then dispose of the waste 
responsibly when on shore.



DO NOT
FEED THE FISH
Feeding the �sh changes behaviour.
Feeding little �sh attracts bigger �sh.
Although feeding �sh can be fun, to
Be Reef Smart, Do Not Feed the Fish.

DO NOT
THROW SCRAPS

OVERBOARD
Please do not throw waste or scraps 
overboard. Instead Be Reef Smart 
and use your waste bins on-board 
your boat, then dispose of the waste 
responsibly when on shore.



DO NOT
ANCHOR ON CORAL
Be Reef Smart and use the available 
moorings instead of anchoring.

www.gbrmpa.gov.au/access-and-use/responsible-reef-practices
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GOING

Where is spear�shing allowed in the Whitsunday Planning Area?
To make sure you know where you are allowed to spear�sh, please refer to the map on the back of this page. 

For ease of understanding, this map combines the rules for Marine Parks zoning, the Public Appreciation 
Special Management Area and Queensland Fisheries.

For more detailed information, see the Whitsundays Zoning Map 10, or visit www.gbrmpa.gov.au.

Responsible Reef practices 

• Spear only what you need
• Do not pursue a �sh if you are unsure of its identity or size 
• Do not anchor on coral
• Avoid taking plant-eating �sh like parrot�sh, which remove
 algae and provide space for new corals to grow

For further information contact:
Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority
(07) 4750 0700
www.gbrmpa.gov.au 

Current as at September 2017

Rules for 
spear�shing 

When you spear�sh on the Great Barrier Reef,
you can use a snorkel when using a spear or spear gun.

 
You cannot use: a powerhead or other �rearm, a light, 

scuba or other underwater breathing apparatus.

Note: Fishers using spear guns cannot have a
loaded spear gun out of the water.

IN THE WHITSUNDAYS?

SPEARFISHING

Be crocwise in and
around crocodile habitat.
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Be on the lookout for whales particularly from May to 
September when they are migrating.
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Help protect the Reef
Anonymously report suspected illegal fishing activity

24-hour hotline: 1800 380 048
www.gbrmpa.gov.au/report-an-incident
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