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EDITORIAL 

24 YEARS FROM NOW 

It is now 24 years to the Golden Jubilee of 
independence. A start has been made on deal-
ing with the environmental issues that will, 
hopefully, make the Golden Jubilee a time of 
dignity and pride and not of recrimination and 
blame. Perhaps the most important develop-
ment has been the creation of a central envi-
ronmental monitoring and policy unit within 
the Ministry of Planning and Environment 
(MPE). Draft legislation, when enacted, will 
give MPE sweeping powers to ensure that the 
environment is managed properly. Already, 
and as a result of the Male' crack incident last 
year (see COT Newsletter No. 11 - Ed), ap-
proval for any coral blasting to make harbours 
and channels must first be given by MPE. In 
late May, and according to this requirement, 
conditional approval was given by MPE, to the 
National Security Service, to undertake lim-
ited blasting on Dhoonidhoo. Such environ-
mental jurisdiction over the Military is unu-
sual for any nation. 

Unfortunately such powers are proposed but 
not yet provided for other environmentally 
damaging activities such as dredging, recla-
mation, construction of seawalls, waste dis-
posal standards and so on. In the meantime 
powerful sectorial lobbies justify a variety of 
environmental abuses on a case by case basis 
because "approval has been given to do it on 
other islands"; because "people get away with 
it on other islands"; because "another Minis-
try has been allowed to do it"; or because 
"there is no law against it". 

Against this background the silent majority 
stand by powerless to comment or initiate 
alternative courses of action. Hopefully, and 
at a time when development is occuring at an 
unprecedented rate, the legislation will be 
implemented before too much irreversible 
damage has been done. 

In the meantime the level of co-operation 
between Ministries on environmental issues 
is increasing. On the 13th of April a dive 
instructor from Bodufinolhu phoned up Ma-
rine Research Section to say that some sharks 

in a pool at the neighbouring Resort Island of 
Olhuveli were at risk because the pool was 
being filled up with dredged material. By 11.00 
am that day the sharks had been released as a 
result of a request from the Ministry of Tour-
ism. 

Ministry of Planning and Environment and 
Marine Research Section, together with the 
assistance of the Ministry of P ublic Works and 
Labour, and the Ministry of Tourism, have 
made a detailed survey of the beachlines of 
Rannalhi and Mirihi. Both islands were se-
lected because the beaches are pristine and are 
not blocked with groynes or seawalls and be-
cause the Resorts were interested and-agreed 
to provided food and accommodation for free. 
Such 'natural' islands provide an ideal oppor-
tunity to observe the unrestricted movement 
of the beach over time. We thank these Re-
sorts for their support. Embudu Village, Ihuru, 
and Nakatchafushi are scheduled for a survey 
if, and when, they ever have any empty rooms 
to put us up in! 

COT - NEWS FROM RESORTS  

Table 1 shows the incidence of COT from 27 
Resorts. Unfortunately the majority of Re-
sorts have not bothered to respond despite the 
fact that they were sent the questionnaire by 
registered letter. Resorts on Ari atoll appear 
to be unaware of the danger on their doorstep 
from a huge plague at the south end of the atoll 
(see below). Only three resorts in Ari atoll 
have replied to the questions so far. We hope 
to discuss mechanisms for ensuring that Re: 
sorts and dive operators make some effort to 
respond to questionnaires in the October Work-
shop. 

On the 09th of May staff from MRS discovered 
a massive COT plague on a patch reef about 
3km to the south west of Mirihi Resort in Ari 
Atoll. 498 COT were counted in one hour (450 
of them in the last 20 minutes of the swim) 
with aggregations of up to 20 COT piled on top 
of each other. This beautiful reef covered in 
profuse table corals was in the process of being 
eaten alive. 

Mats Enguist from Eurodivers tells us that 
divers came across a reef in North Male' atoll 

about 30 minutes by dhoni from Kanifinolhu 
and N-NW of Tulagiri. They picked up ap-
proximately 300 COT in 30 minutes! 

TABLE 1. INCIDENCE OFCOT AROUND 
27 RESORTS IN MARCH 1991* 

ATOLL RESORT NUMBER OF 
COT SEEN 

Ari Athuruga 1-9 
Mirihi 0 
Nika Hotel 0 

Baa 
Lhaviyani 
N.Male' Baros 1-9 

Boduhithi 10-99 
Eriyadu 0 
Farukolhufushi 0 
Helengeli 0 
Ihuru 10-99 
Kanifinolhu 1-9 
Kurumba 0 
Lohifushi 0 
Little Hura 0 
Nakatchafushi 1-9 
Reethirah 10-99 
Thulagiri 1-9 
Vabbinfaru 10-99 

S.Male' Bivadoo 1-9 
Dhigufinolhu 0 
Embudu Village 0 
Filialhohi 0 
Fun Island 1-9 
Laguna Beach 0 
Rannalhi 0 
Rihiveli 0 
Veligandu Huraa 0 
Villivaru 10-99 

Vaav 

* Please note that the condition of the reef is not 
included in this table since this might discour-
age resorts from replying to the questionnaire. 
Of the 27 replies 18 reefs were reported to be 
healthy, 4 recovering, and 5 deteriorating - Ed. 

TURTLES 

WHAT IS A TURTLE? 

All marine-turtles are reptiles, breathe the 
air, and only leave the sea to lay their eggs. 
Divers and snorkellers love to see these curi-
ous creatures of the sea in their natural habi-
tat. Unfortunately marine turtles may not be 
here for our grandchildren to enjoy. These 
creatures that have been around for longer 
than the dinosaurs are in danger of becoming 
extinct due to the uncontrolled activities of 
man. 

GREEN AND HAWKSBILL TURTLES 

Two species of marine-turtle are seen regu-
larly by divers and snorkellers in the Maldives. 
They are the Green turtle (Vela) and the 
Hawksbill turtle (Kahumba). The Green tur-
tle differs from the hawksbill (see fig. 1) in 
three basic ways. 

1 	The hawsbill has a rather narrow 
head and a pointed "hawklike" beak. 
The head of the green turtle is blunt 
and also wider. 

2 	The green has one pair of scales on 
the top of the head extending for 
wards from the eyes whilst the 
hawksbill has two. 

3 	The plates on the back of the green 
turtle do not overlap whilst those on 
the hawksbill usually do. 

4 	The green has one claw on each 
flipper whilst the hawksbill has two. 

WHERE DO THEY FEED? 

Green turtles usually feed on seagrass beds 
where they occur in shallow lagoons whilst 
hawksbills feed on sponges on the coral reef. 
Both species nest on coral sand beaches and 
the eggs hatch a couple of months after they 
are laid. 

WHY ARE THEY AT RISK? 

Both green and Hawksbill turtles are heavily 
exploited in Maldives. Green turtles are caught 
to eat. The eggs of the green turtle are dug 
from the beaches where they are laid and are 
mainly used to make pancakes which are a 
great local delicacy. The shell of the hawksbill 
turtle is highly prized and is used to make 
jewellery. Finally the very beaches where the 
turtles nest are at risk (see fig. 2). 

WHO BENEFITS FROM THEIR 
EXPLOITATION? 

The Ministry of Fisheries and Agriculture has 
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24 YEARS FROM NOW 

It is now 24 years to the Golden Jubilee of 
independence. A start has been made on deal-
ing with the environmental issues that will, 
hopefully, make the Golden Jubilee a time of 
dignity and pride and not of recrimination and 
blame. Perhaps the most important develop-
ment has been the creation of a central envi-
ronmental monitoring and policy unit within 
the Ministry of Planning and Environment 
(MPE). Draft legislation, when enacted, will 
give MPE sweeping powers to ensure that the 
environment is managed properly. Already, 
and as a result of the Male' crack incident last 
year (see COT Newsletter No. 11 - Ed), ap-
proval for any coral blasting to make harbours 
and channels must first be given by MPE. In 
late May, and according to this requirement, 
conditional approval was given by MPE, to the 
National Security Service, to undertake lim-
ited blasting on Dhoonidhoo. Such environ-
mental jurisdiction over the Military is unu-
sual for any nation. 

Unfortunately such powers are proposed but 
not yet provided for other environmentally 
damaging activities such as dredging, recla-
mation, construction of seawalls, waste dis-
posal standards and so on. In the meantime 
powerful sectorial lobbies justify a variety of 
environmental abuses on a case by case basis 
because "approval has been given to do it on 
other islands"; because "people get away with 
it on other islands"; because "another Minis-
try has been allowed to do it"; or because 
"there is no law against it". 

Against this background the silent majority 
stand by powerless to comment or initiate 
alternative courses of action. Hopefully, and 
at a time when development is occuring at an 
unprecedented rate, the legislation will be 
implemented before too much irreversible 
damage has been done. 

In the meantime the level of co-operation 
between Ministries on environmental issues 
is increasing. On the 13th of April a dive 
instructor from Bodufinolhu phoned up Ma-
rine Research Section to say that some sharks 

in a pool at the neighbouring Resort Island of 
Olhuveli were at risk because the pool was 
being filled up with dredged material. By 11.00 
am that day the sharks had been released as a 
result of a request from the Ministry of Tour-
ism. 

Ministry of Planning and Environment and 
Marine Research Section, together with the 
assistance of the Ministry of P ublic Works and 
Labour, and the Ministry of Tourism, have 
made a detailed survey of the beachlines of 
Rannalhi and Mirihi. Both islands were se-
lected because the beaches are pristine and are 
not blocked with groynes or seawalls and be-
cause the Resorts were interested and-agreed 
to provided food and accommodation for free. 
Such 'natural' islands provide an ideal oppor-
tunity to observe the unrestricted movement 
of the beach over time. We thank these Re-
sorts for their support. Embudu Village, Ihuru, 
and Nakatchafushi are scheduled for a survey 
if, and when, they ever have any empty rooms 
to put us up in! 

COT - NEWS FROM RESORTS  

Table 1 shows the incidence of COT from 27 
Resorts. Unfortunately the majority of Re-
sorts have not bothered to respond despite the 
fact that they were sent the questionnaire by 
registered letter. Resorts on Ari atoll appear 
to be unaware of the danger on their doorstep 
from a huge plague at the south end of the atoll 
(see below). Only three resorts in Ari atoll 
have replied to the questions so far. We hope 
to discuss mechanisms for ensuring that Re: 
sorts and dive operators make some effort to 
respond to questionnaires in the October Work-
shop. 

On the 09th of May staff from MRS discovered 
a massive COT plague on a patch reef about 
3km to the south west of Mirihi Resort in Ari 
Atoll. 498 COT were counted in one hour (450 
of them in the last 20 minutes of the swim) 
with aggregations of up to 20 COT piled on top 
of each other. This beautiful reef covered in 
profuse table corals was in the process of being 
eaten alive. 

Mats Enguist from Eurodivers tells us that 
divers came across a reef in North Male' atoll 

about 30 minutes by dhoni from Kanifinolhu 
and N-NW of Tulagiri. They picked up ap-
proximately 300 COT in 30 minutes! 

TABLE 1. INCIDENCE OFCOT AROUND 
27 RESORTS IN MARCH 1991* 

ATOLL RESORT NUMBER OF 
COT SEEN 

Ari Athuruga 1-9 
Mirihi 0 
Nika Hotel 0 

Baa 
Lhaviyani 
N.Male' Baros 1-9 

Boduhithi 10-99 
Eriyadu 0 
Farukolhufushi 0 
Helengeli 0 
Ihuru 10-99 
Kanifinolhu 1-9 
Kurumba 0 
Lohifushi 0 
Little Hura 0 
Nakatchafushi 1-9 
Reethirah 10-99 
Thulagiri 1-9 
Vabbinfaru 10-99 

S.Male' Bivadoo 1-9 
Dhigufinolhu 0 
Embudu Village 0 
Filialhohi 0 
Fun Island 1-9 
Laguna Beach 0 
Rannalhi 0 
Rihiveli 0 
Veligandu Huraa 0 
Villivaru 10-99 

Vaav 

* Please note that the condition of the reef is not 
included in this table since this might discour-
age resorts from replying to the questionnaire. 
Of the 27 replies 18 reefs were reported to be 
healthy, 4 recovering, and 5 deteriorating - Ed. 

TURTLES 

WHAT IS A TURTLE? 

All marine-turtles are reptiles, breathe the 
air, and only leave the sea to lay their eggs. 
Divers and snorkellers love to see these curi-
ous creatures of the sea in their natural habi-
tat. Unfortunately marine turtles may not be 
here for our grandchildren to enjoy. These 
creatures that have been around for longer 
than the dinosaurs are in danger of becoming 
extinct due to the uncontrolled activities of 
man. 

GREEN AND HAWKSBILL TURTLES 

Two species of marine-turtle are seen regu-
larly by divers and snorkellers in the Maldives. 
They are the Green turtle (Vela) and the 
Hawksbill turtle (Kahumba). The Green tur-
tle differs from the hawksbill (see fig. 1) in 
three basic ways. 

1 	The hawsbill has a rather narrow 
head and a pointed "hawklike" beak. 
The head of the green turtle is blunt 
and also wider. 

2 	The green has one pair of scales on 
the top of the head extending for 
wards from the eyes whilst the 
hawksbill has two. 

3 	The plates on the back of the green 
turtle do not overlap whilst those on 
the hawksbill usually do. 

4 	The green has one claw on each 
flipper whilst the hawksbill has two. 

WHERE DO THEY FEED? 

Green turtles usually feed on seagrass beds 
where they occur in shallow lagoons whilst 
hawksbills feed on sponges on the coral reef. 
Both species nest on coral sand beaches and 
the eggs hatch a couple of months after they 
are laid. 

WHY ARE THEY AT RISK? 

Both green and Hawksbill turtles are heavily 
exploited in Maldives. Green turtles are caught 
to eat. The eggs of the green turtle are dug 
from the beaches where they are laid and are 
mainly used to make pancakes which are a 
great local delicacy. The shell of the hawksbill 
turtle is highly prized and is used to make 
jewellery. Finally the very beaches where the 
turtles nest are at risk (see fig. 2). 

WHO BENEFITS FROM THEIR 
EXPLOITATION? 

The Ministry of Fisheries and Agriculture has 
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