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However, we have looked into the costs of 
carefully sorting and disposing of our solid 
waste and have found them to be prohibitively 
expensive at this time. Even if we had the 
money we would still need to find the land 
where sorting can take place and where we can 
dispose of the 10% of the waste that would be 
left after careful sorting, burning, and recy-
cling. 

On Male' we have a population density as great 
as that of a major City but our city is sur-
rounded by sea and not land. Indeed land is in 
such short supply that we have been driven to 
create more of it by filling in the lagoon area on 
the south of Male' using waste material! 

Despite these practical problems I am optimis-
tic. Indeed we have just signed a contract with 
a private party who will sort, and recycle, scrap 
metal from the rubbish tip. Given time, and the 
backing of a good solid waste disposal system, 
we can start fine tuning the system. We will 
then encourage people to compost and recycle 
their own materials and arrange to recycle 
more and more of the solid waste once it gets to 
the tip. 

I am sure that you are beginning to see that 
there is no easy way to get rid of waste from a 
small, densely populated, island like Male'. I 
have already said that we don't have huge 
areas of land to bury the material. Perhaps 
even more significantly the very future of our 
island state depends on the health of our coral 
reefs so we don't want to dump waste on them. 

Q. So what are the options? 

A. We have considered three possible options. 
Firstly we could continue to make a waste tip of 
the island we live on. We all know the results. 
The groundwater supply will take years to be fit 
for human use... and the problem of space is 
amply illustrated above. The man has to live in 
his boat because there is no land left! 

Secondly we could create a special site away 
from any island or live coral reef and minimise 
the risk, by distance, and by special construc-
tion, of any leakage. Finally we could take the 
solid waste well-out into the open ocean and 
dump it. 

Q. So what are you planning to do? 

EDITORIAL 

This issue of the COT newsletter addresses 
subjects that are even further from the " cro wn-
of-thorns" starfish issue than usual. This may 
reflect the lack of recent outbreaks in those 
atolls where tourism is allowed. It can also be 
argued that little concern should be due to 
reefs that have been damaged recen tly by COT 
and that cannot deteriorate further in the 
short term. 

In the meantime a number of other environ-
mental pressures of equal, or greater, concern 
need to be aired and the COT newsletter is not 
the best means for achieving this. A number of 
other mechanisms for disseminating infor-
mation on the Maldives environment are pro-
posed. This will, therefore, be the last issue of 
this Newsletter. 

Thanks are due to the Canadian International 
Centre for Ocean Development (ICOD) for 
fundingproduction. Special thanks go to those 
people who have been prepared to put pen to 
paper and voice their concerns about the ma-
rine environment of the Maldives. A final 
thanks must go to those people who have sent 
us information on the marine environment. 

This last issue of the COT newsletter looks at 
two indirect impacts on the marine environ-
ment. The impacts are those from solid waste 
disposal and from anchoring on coral reefs. 
Both impacts can be minimised by taking 
appropriate action. 

SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL AND 
MALE' 

It would appear that the Tourism Sector, 
excepting for those efforts by MATI (Maldives 
Association of Tourism Industries) to use 
incinerators expects Male' to get its' solid 
waste disposal act together before it upgrades 
its' own standards. To set the record straight 
we present excerpts from an interview with 
Mr Abdullah Saleem, Assistant Under-secre-
tary, in the Male' Municipality. 

Q. What is Male' Municipality doing about 
disposing of solid waste in an environ-
mentally friendly manner? 

A. Well it will probably help to start by telling 
you what the solid waste is. We examined the 
rubbish arriving at the Male' tip over a two 
week period. As you can see from the table most 
of the material is soil and other substances that 
are not poisonous. 

MATERIAL 

Coarse grit 29 
Fine grit 24 
Kitchen waste 19 
Textiles/plastics 11 
Paper 4 
Leaves/gardens waste 4 
Wood/cartoons 3 
Metal 3 
Glass 2 
Stone 1 

Total 100 

Q. Yes but these figures do not tell you if 
there are poisonous substances present 
in very small quantities. 

A. Well compared to industrialised countries 
our solid waste is relatively harmless but I 
agree that no amount of analysis will be able to 
warn us of an accidental introduction of some 
poisonous material. We therefore have to de-
velop a precautionary approach and assume 
that the material might be contaminated. For 
example we have been advised that it is not safe 
to make compost from garden and household 
waste because, once it has arrived at the rub-
bish tip, there is no way of guaranteeing that it 
is free from poisons. 

In an ideal world, we would carefully sort, and 
recycle, nearly all the solid waste. We would 
destroy combustible materials and poisons by 
burning them in incinerators. We would use 
biogas converters to get energy from the organic 
waste. We would compost any left-over organic 
material that we found was free from poisons. 
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However, we have looked into the costs of 
carefully sorting and disposing of our solid 
waste and have found them to be prohibitively 
expensive at this time. Even if we had the 
money we would still need to find the land 
where sorting can take place and where we can 
dispose of the 10% of the waste that would be 
left after careful sorting, burning, and recy-
cling. 

On Male' we have a population density as great 
as that of a major City but our city is sur-
rounded by sea and not land. Indeed land is in 
such short supply that we have been driven to 
create more of it by filling in the lagoon area on 
the south of Male' using waste material! 

Despite these practical problems I am optimis-
tic. Indeed we have just signed a contract with 
a private party who will sort, and recycle, scrap 
metal from the rubbish tip. Given time, and the 
backing of a good solid waste disposal system, 
we can start fine tuning the system. We will 
then encourage people to compost and recycle 
their own materials and arrange to recycle 
more and more of the solid waste once it gets to 
the tip. 

I am sure that you are beginning to see that 
there is no easy way to get rid of waste from a 
small, densely populated, island like Male'. I 
have already said that we don't have huge 
areas of land to bury the material. Perhaps 
even more significantly the very future of our 
island state depends on the health of our coral 
reefs so we don't want to dump waste on them. 

Q. So what are the options? 

A. We have considered three possible options. 
Firstly we could continue to make a waste tip of 
the island we live on. We all know the results. 
The groundwater supply will take years to be fit 
for human use... and the problem of space is 
amply illustrated above. The man has to live in 
his boat because there is no land left! 

Secondly we could create a special site away 
from any island or live coral reef and minimise 
the risk, by distance, and by special construc-
tion, of any leakage. Finally we could take the 
solid waste well-out into the open ocean and 
dump it. 

Q. So what are you planning to do? 

EDITORIAL 

This issue of the COT newsletter addresses 
subjects that are even further from the " cro wn-
of-thorns" starfish issue than usual. This may 
reflect the lack of recent outbreaks in those 
atolls where tourism is allowed. It can also be 
argued that little concern should be due to 
reefs that have been damaged recen tly by COT 
and that cannot deteriorate further in the 
short term. 

In the meantime a number of other environ-
mental pressures of equal, or greater, concern 
need to be aired and the COT newsletter is not 
the best means for achieving this. A number of 
other mechanisms for disseminating infor-
mation on the Maldives environment are pro-
posed. This will, therefore, be the last issue of 
this Newsletter. 

Thanks are due to the Canadian International 
Centre for Ocean Development (ICOD) for 
fundingproduction. Special thanks go to those 
people who have been prepared to put pen to 
paper and voice their concerns about the ma-
rine environment of the Maldives. A final 
thanks must go to those people who have sent 
us information on the marine environment. 

This last issue of the COT newsletter looks at 
two indirect impacts on the marine environ-
ment. The impacts are those from solid waste 
disposal and from anchoring on coral reefs. 
Both impacts can be minimised by taking 
appropriate action. 

SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL AND 
MALE' 

It would appear that the Tourism Sector, 
excepting for those efforts by MATI (Maldives 
Association of Tourism Industries) to use 
incinerators expects Male' to get its' solid 
waste disposal act together before it upgrades 
its' own standards. To set the record straight 
we present excerpts from an interview with 
Mr Abdullah Saleem, Assistant Under-secre-
tary, in the Male' Municipality. 

Q. What is Male' Municipality doing about 
disposing of solid waste in an environ-
mentally friendly manner? 

A. Well it will probably help to start by telling 
you what the solid waste is. We examined the 
rubbish arriving at the Male' tip over a two 
week period. As you can see from the table most 
of the material is soil and other substances that 
are not poisonous. 

MATERIAL 

Coarse grit 29 
Fine grit 24 
Kitchen waste 19 
Textiles/plastics 11 
Paper 4 
Leaves/gardens waste 4 
Wood/cartoons 3 
Metal 3 
Glass 2 
Stone 1 

Total 100 

Q. Yes but these figures do not tell you if 
there are poisonous substances present 
in very small quantities. 

A. Well compared to industrialised countries 
our solid waste is relatively harmless but I 
agree that no amount of analysis will be able to 
warn us of an accidental introduction of some 
poisonous material. We therefore have to de-
velop a precautionary approach and assume 
that the material might be contaminated. For 
example we have been advised that it is not safe 
to make compost from garden and household 
waste because, once it has arrived at the rub-
bish tip, there is no way of guaranteeing that it 
is free from poisons. 

In an ideal world, we would carefully sort, and 
recycle, nearly all the solid waste. We would 
destroy combustible materials and poisons by 
burning them in incinerators. We would use 
biogas converters to get energy from the organic 
waste. We would compost any left-over organic 
material that we found was free from poisons. 
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