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Association for Tourism Industries) to look 
into the whole issue of diving safety standards. 
In August these efforts lead to the formation 
of a committee to set the terms of reference for 
setting such standards. 

MANAGING THE MARINE 
ENVIRONMENT 

In October 1991 the workshop was entitled 
"Managing the Marine Environment". This 
workshop was also poorly attended. Despite 
the poor attendance three recommendations 
were made and unanimously adopted. The full 
text of the recommendations is given on page 
2. 

TURTLE MORATORIUM 

For the past three years Marine Research 
Section, of the Ministry of Fisheries and Agri-
culture, with the administrative support of 
the Ministry of Tourism, has arranged a work-
shop on a particular marine environmental 
theme. Each workshop aims to present re-
search findings and generate discussion about 
the marine environment. 

CROWN OF THORNS STARFISH 

In 1989 the theme was "crown of thorns 
starfish". Efforts were made to encourage 
resorts to develop a co-operative strategy to 
deal with plagues of these starfish. Unfortu-
nately Resorts that did not have COT plagues 
saw no reason to help those that did. Resorts 
that have had to deal with plagues of these 
starfish have been unable to cope on their own 
and their reefs are now virtually dead. 

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH AND 
DIVER SAFETY 

In 1990 the theme was "Environmental Health 
and Diver Safety". The workshop aimed to 
cover the issue of reef damage by divers and 
how this could be minimised. Attendance was 
poor but it can be argued that the workshop 
partly catalysed efforts by MATI (the Maldives 

The first recommendation was to ask Govern-
ment for an immediate moratorium on exploi-
tation of turtles. The second asked for an 
immediate moratorium on exploitation ofblack 
coral. The third asked that a legal framework 
be generated to allow for designation of par-
ticular marine areas where certain things 
would not be allowed. For example this frame-
work would enable particular mooring buoys 
to be designated as 'no' fishing sites and allow 
particular areas to be designated for other 
special uses such as nature protection or rec-
reation. 

OTHER SUGGESTIONS 

Other helpful ideas came from the floor. 
Rainer suggested that underwater national 
parks should be designated and that MATI 
should establish a system for grading resorts 
according to how green they were. Ahamed 
Mujuthaba suggested that the confusion over 
which Ministry has overall responsibility for 
the environment should be clarified by desig-
nating one Ministry (the Ministry has already 
been designated and is MPE - Ed). Nashid 
suggested that there should be a national 
conference on the environment to include 
representatives from the atolls as well as 
Male' and the tourism sector (there are plans 
for such a workshop during 1992 which is the 
"SAARC year of the environment" - Ed). Amin 
suggested that plastic bags should not be im- 
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1991 WORKSHOP RECOMMENDATIONS 

The participants 

That turtles 

That the 
sustainable 

That there 
biodiversity... 

Unanimously recommend 
moratorium on 
management plan 

recognising:- 

and subsequent 

to maintain 

and total 
such time as a 

TURTLE MORATORIUM 

of the workshop on "Managing the Marine Environment" 

in Maldives are in decline and at risk of local extinction... 

financial and social benefits from a total moratorium 
management exceed those from uncontrolled exploitation... 

are national, 	regional and international 	responsibilities 

to the Government that it implement an immediate* 
exploitation of turtles and turtle eggs of all species until 

can be developed to exploit turtles sustainably. 

* By SAARC year of the Environment 1992 
By the Earth Summit 1992. 

The participants 

That 	black 

That the 
sustainable 

That there 
biodiversity... 

Unanimously recommend 
moratorium on 
and a management 

recognising:- 

and subsequent 

to maintain 

and total 
can be assessed 

BLACK CORAL MORATORIUM 

of the workshop on "Managing the Marine Environment" 

coral in Maldives is in decline and at risk of local extinction... 

financial and social benefits from a total moratorium 
management exceed 	those from uncontrolled exploitation... 

are national, regional and international responsibilities 

to the Government that it implement an immediate* 
exploitation of black coral until such time as the resource 

plan can be developed to exploit black coral sustainably. 

By SAARC year of the Environment 1992 
By the Earth Summit 1992. 
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iiiir

mot_ The participants 
unanimously recommend 
legal framework 
sustainable uses 
benefit of the 

environment" 
and 

areas for 
the long term 

DESIGNATION OF PROECTED AREAS 

of the workshop on "Managing the marine 
to Government that it develop an institutional 

for designating particular geographically located 
and for excluding other conflicting used for 

country. 
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Association for Tourism Industries) to look 
into the whole issue of diving safety standards. 
In August these efforts lead to the formation 
of a committee to set the terms of reference for 
setting such standards. 

MANAGING THE MARINE 
ENVIRONMENT 

In October 1991 the workshop was entitled 
"Managing the Marine Environment". This 
workshop was also poorly attended. Despite 
the poor attendance three recommendations 
were made and unanimously adopted. The full 
text of the recommendations is given on page 
2. 

TURTLE MORATORIUM 

For the past three years Marine Research 
Section, of the Ministry of Fisheries and Agri-
culture, with the administrative support of 
the Ministry of Tourism, has arranged a work-
shop on a particular marine environmental 
theme. Each workshop aims to present re-
search findings and generate discussion about 
the marine environment. 

CROWN OF THORNS STARFISH 

In 1989 the theme was "crown of thorns 
starfish". Efforts were made to encourage 
resorts to develop a co-operative strategy to 
deal with plagues of these starfish. Unfortu-
nately Resorts that did not have COT plagues 
saw no reason to help those that did. Resorts 
that have had to deal with plagues of these 
starfish have been unable to cope on their own 
and their reefs are now virtually dead. 

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH AND 
DIVER SAFETY 

In 1990 the theme was "Environmental Health 
and Diver Safety". The workshop aimed to 
cover the issue of reef damage by divers and 
how this could be minimised. Attendance was 
poor but it can be argued that the workshop 
partly catalysed efforts by MATI (the Maldives 

The first recommendation was to ask Govern-
ment for an immediate moratorium on exploi-
tation of turtles. The second asked for an 
immediate moratorium on exploitation ofblack 
coral. The third asked that a legal framework 
be generated to allow for designation of par-
ticular marine areas where certain things 
would not be allowed. For example this frame-
work would enable particular mooring buoys 
to be designated as 'no' fishing sites and allow 
particular areas to be designated for other 
special uses such as nature protection or rec-
reation. 

OTHER SUGGESTIONS 

Other helpful ideas came from the floor. 
Rainer suggested that underwater national 
parks should be designated and that MATI 
should establish a system for grading resorts 
according to how green they were. Ahamed 
Mujuthaba suggested that the confusion over 
which Ministry has overall responsibility for 
the environment should be clarified by desig-
nating one Ministry (the Ministry has already 
been designated and is MPE - Ed). Nashid 
suggested that there should be a national 
conference on the environment to include 
representatives from the atolls as well as 
Male' and the tourism sector (there are plans 
for such a workshop during 1992 which is the 
"SAARC year of the environment" - Ed). Amin 
suggested that plastic bags should not be im- 
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of the workshop on "Managing the Marine Environment" 

in Maldives are in decline and at risk of local extinction... 

financial and social benefits from a total moratorium 
management exceed those from uncontrolled exploitation... 

are national, 	regional and international 	responsibilities 

to the Government that it implement an immediate* 
exploitation of turtles and turtle eggs of all species until 

can be developed to exploit turtles sustainably. 

* By SAARC year of the Environment 1992 
By the Earth Summit 1992. 
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financial and social benefits from a total moratorium 
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