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ca of Management




[ s booklel explains the key points of the Cairns Area Plan
of Management. This includes restrictions which will
apply to all users of the Cairns Area on 1 frely 1999 (as
defined in the Plan) plus others which apply only to
permitted tourism operators. If is iniportant fhal
Maring Park wsers read and undersiand the information
contained in this bookiet before visiting the Cairns Avea of
the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park,

INSIDE!

Introduction 1
Useful definitions 2
Anchoring , 2

¢ anchoring care

* Reel Anchorages

» anchoring in mooring sites and
pontoon sites

« ‘no anchoring area’

» anchoring large vessels and ships

* anchoring ships

Limits on access 4
* group size limits (settings for low,

moderate and intensive use)
* access to Ribbon Reets Sector

Visiting Sensitive Localions 8

Limits on cerlain activities 10

e limits on intrusive activities at bird sites
* limits on motorised watersports
* no laking of dugongs

Managing moorings TIPS R

* use of public mourings

» installalion and operation of private
mourings

* use of private moorings

* opportunities for installation of new
moorings

Tourism management

* permit management
¢ whale watching




[MAP 1. THE CAIRNS AREA |
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[INTRODUCTION]

The Cairns Arca Plan uof Managemenl was released by
the Great Barrier Reel Marine Park Authorily in June
1998 1o provide new shrategies lor protecting values
ot the offshore areas (rom Caims and Porl Douglas,
the Ribbon Reets, Tizard Island and the Frankland
Islands,

The area includes some of the mosl spectavular reefs
in the world, and abundant wildlife including
dugongs, whales, duolphins, turtles and seabirds.
I'hese natural allraclions are the focus of a rapidly
expanding tourism mdustry which accounts for over
B0% of the lotal anmnal tourism visitation to the
Greal Barrier Reef Marine Park.

As visitur numbers to Lthe Cairns Area have increased,
su has the need for a review ol exisling management.
The Caims Area Plan of Managemenl introduces
some new limits on use of the Arva, parbcularly in
relation to anchoring, and on access (o sites. These
strategies are additional te the Zoning Plan
provisions. They will ensure ongoing; protection of
natural, cultural and scientific values, and will
provide fulure opporhanities for a range of uses.




[USEFUL DEFINITIONS]

For management purposes the Cairns Area has been divided
into six different Soctors:

Lizard Island Sector

Ribbon Reefs Sectar

OIfshore Port Douglas Sector

Offshore Cairns Sector

South (Mishore Cairns Sector

Frankland Islands Sector,

Within each Sector of the Cairns Arca individual Locations
arc defined (as a gencral rule) the area within the 30 metre
line of a reef. Localities (¢.g. Lizard lsland — map 6) are also
describex] in the Plan.

Some of the must spectacular coral reefs in the woarld are
found in the Cairns Arca of the Great Barrier Reef Marine
Park. Corals-are easily damaged by careless anchoring. The
Plan introduces measures to protect the Cairns reefs from
future damage.

Anchoring care
* Itis an oflence to intentionally, reckiessly or
negligently damage coral,
* Take carc to avoid damage 1o coral:
- anchor in sand wherever possibly;
- use a reel pick appropriate to the size of the
vessel;
— where pussible anchar in a designated Reef
Anchorage (sce below).

Special consideration will be given, if it is necessary 1o anchor
amongsl coral in order to shelter from northerly wings,
provided due care is taken to avaid damage to coral.

NOTE: The Plaw does nol vestrict anchoring wheievey pecessoy
for the safely of Iife or vessels.

Reefl Anchorages

7 A number of places in the Cairns Area have been designated SiE
as Reef Anchorages. These are preferred anchonng sites
“iwhere the Autharity will not permit the installation of any
| new private moorings or pontoans,
: * Reel Anchorages have been defined:
- ta encourage the use of places that are least

likely Lo cause damage to coral;

to provide some places where accesa will nol

bie restricted by the presence of moorings.
cre possible, anclor in the designated Reel Anchoruges.




* NOULL: Maps are indicalive anly. Resf Anchorages wre described in
Schevfsle 8 of the Plan. Tocation waps showing Reef Anchorages and
pernitled moorings in more detail are available from fiwe Autiursty,

Anchoring in mooring sites or pontoon sites
No anchoring will be allowed around moeoring and pontoon
sites, to prolect these arcas from anchor damage and 1o
encourage tourism aperators to exercise responsibility for
nwnuging use of the moorings. The following limits apply
only to anchoring and do not restrict access if you are not
ancharing.
* Do nol anchor a vessel or aireraft
— within a 50-metre radius of a permitted
muoring,
= within a 200 metre radius of a pontaon.

Tlus restriction does not apply al the following Locations:
Lizard Island Locality 2, Lizard Island l.ocality 3, Fast Hope
Island Reef, Cape Tribulation Locality 1, Low Island [ ocality,
Green lsland Reef Locality 1,

‘No anchoring area’

5.1 A 'no anchuring arca’ has been defined al the Cod Hole
{Ribbon Reels Seclor) to protuct coral from anchor damage at
this heavily used location.

* Vessels or aircraft must not be anchored inside
the ‘'na ancharing arca’ (Cod Hole).

Anchoring large vessels (35-70 metres overall length)

m * Large vessels must only be anchored in the
fallowing Locations in the Cairns Area:
—in a nominated Reef Anchorage
- Lizand Island Locality 2
- Lizard Island Locality 3
- Ribbon Reef No. 5 (154138)
- Ribbon Reef No., 2 (15-075)

Anchaoring ships (greater than 70 metres overall length)

528 * Ships must only be anchored in the following,
Lacations in the Cairns Arca-
- Lizard lsland 1 acality 2
Lizard Island Locality 3
- Ribhon Reef No. 5 (15-038)
— Ribhon Reef No. 2 (15-075)

NOTE: Large vessels and shaps may alzo be anchored outside defined
Logations an Hee v wailess olherwise restricted m u permit,

w
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[VISITING SENSITIVE LOCATIONS|

(St i -8 Some Lixations in the Cairns Arca, have been identified as
having special values (nature conservation, cultural and
heritage, scientilic or use values) and are delined as
Sensitive Locations (Table 1).

Sensitive Locations will be managed for low or maderate
levels of use, with the lollowing requirements:

Applies to all usens

« Special requirements on certain activities at

ain _'.h‘z Pub] R mfxu mﬁ\.
Cfor mnm than 4 honrs i in

-;3'wxg 2dbour perind

i no motorised wnm’rsp;it§
Lizard Island Locality 1, Cod Houle Locality, - ov hovereratt R
Low Island T ocality and Michaelmas Cay Locality
Applies to tourism operators
¢ Tourism operators must book to access Sensitive
Locations, with daily limits on bookings (this does
nol apply at Lizard Island Locality 1 and at Cod
ITole Locality) (Table 1),
* A tourism aperator may not book to visit an
individual Sensitive Location on more than 50 days
a year.
= No aircraft operations in a Sensitive | ocation other
than at the Cod Hole Locality and Lizard Island
Laoxcality 1.
NOILL: Sonie tourism operabions wiay be eligible for o cm,"’wn frone the
booking reguirement and hmits, dasedd on their exisfing perond gnid
hizlory of use.
TABLE 1. ACCESS LIMITS AT SENSITIVE LOCATIONS IN THE CAIRNS AREA
SECTOR LoCATION BookinG umit ¥ | Sprcial
RS - (VESSELS PER DAY) |  REQUIREMENTS
lﬁﬂﬂ"‘.l soimnsial : mhq'ﬁ'::l Jenay
Ribbon Reels Ced ole Locality “No set limit see map 5
Lizard Tsland Lizard Tsland Locality 1 | No set limit seeTnap 6
Offshare Lo Tsland Tocality 2 ves3els per day. e niap 7
Port Douglas East Hape Island Reef 2 vessels per day nil
West Hope Tslond Reel, | Fvessel per day nil
Cape Tribulation Bay
Locality 1 1 vessel per day ‘il
Snapper Island Reet 1 vessel per day nil
Offshore Cairns Michaelmas Cay Tocality | 1 vessel perday see map &
Green Tsland Reef i vessels peeday il {map 9
South Ottshore Sudbury Cay Locality 1 vissel per d.ly", ol
Cairns
Frankland Islands | Frankiand lslam.t, bcctm

P a0
M TR (W)’jﬂqz 'ﬂﬁ 7

1 vessel per day

nil

A
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[UMITS ON CERTAIN ACTIVITIES |

Limits on intrusive activities at bird sites

A number of sites in the Caims Area have been ident:fied
as important bird nesting and masting sites. Hirds are
casily disturbed by noisv or inlrusive aclivities and
mappropriate visitor behaviour. These sites have g generally
been allacated as low ar maderate use settings.

* Special activity restrictions apply at Low Island
Locality and at Michaelmas Cay Locality to protect
nesling and roosting birds.

lake care not to disturb birds at nesting and ronsting sites:
Seabird Islel {Lizand Island), West Hope Island, Woody
Islardds, Mackay Cay, Uncline Cay, Michaclmas Cay, Viasofl
Cay, Upolu Cay, Sudbury Cay.

Limits on motorised watersports and use of hovercraft
Motorised watersports such as use of personal watercraft,
walerskiing, and hovercraft aclivities can be very intrusive
and disturb other people’s activitics as swell as bieds at
nesting and roosting sites.

* Molorised watersports may only be conducted

within Lizand Island Locality 2, auwd otherwise
outside the boundanes of all other Locations.

No taking of dugongs
Dugong populations are under pressure from habitat ks,
gill netting, hunting and boat strikes.

* Dugongs must not be caught or killed in the Cairns
Area.

10
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[MANAGING MOORINGS)|

Use of public moorings
Tive public moorings (blue beehive shapody have been
installed — 2 at the Cod TTole Locality 2 at Lizard Island
Locality 1, and 1 at lizard Island Locality 3 - & use by
vessels wd aircrall ol the apprapriale size (size limils are
stated on the maaring).

o A vessel oraircralt must el be attached wa public
monring for more than 4 howrs in any 24-hour
preziod,

Installation and operation of private maarings

Onwer 200 privale moorings have been inslalled al reels in
the Cairns Arca to enable tousisim operators Lo access siles
regularly withnut damaging the reef. In order to casily
identily these moorings the buoys will be standardized.

= By 1 July 1999 all persons who hold o current
permil Lo install a mooring in the Caims Area must
ensure that the mooring s macked by a standiod
type of maaring buoy. The buoy is b visibly state
the design speciiicalions and peneil number.

Use af privale moorings

The nwnber of privale moorings in the Cairns Anea has
been himated to provide a balance of private and public use,
Anchoring will be restricted within a S0-metre radivs of
permitied moorings, o reduce anchor damage and 1o
encourage tourism operators to exercise responsibility for
managing use of the moarings. The Authority encourages
private mooring owners o develop agreements o allow
others to use the facilities.

Opportunitics for installation of new private moorings
I'here will be some vpportunitics for the installation of
addilional privale mnnn'nf's'. at | acations identified in the
Plan. The Authority is currently developing 2 provess lor
fair, but pr eferential allocation of nesw permits to install o
mooring, which will recagnise previous access patterns of

= apphants and those vperalors w ho are willing Lo develop

o

af;l eements tn share mooring facilities.

Low IsLAND LOCAUTY — MAP 7,
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TOURISM MANAGEMENT]

The rapid growth in use of the Cairns Arca necessitates
same changes to tourism management. The Plan thercfore ;
limits tourism growth svithin the Caimns Area of the Great |
Barrier Reef Marine Park except for operations using,
private moorings or pontoons. Tt also introduces a new §
permit steucture, which will be phased in as part of
implementing the Plan.

Permit management

The new permit categories will gencrally limit tourism
operalions to 5 days a year access to the Area. All-year
access to the Arca will only be permilted il using a mooring
or a pontoon or if operations are eligible.

Nofe: Spea! provisions apply fo Sensitiwe Locehions (refor puge 8

Etigible operations

Those operations that are eligible for anchoring access 1o
the Caims Area all year will be hmited to 30 days
anchoring access a vear Lo any specific Location. Some of
these operations may be eligible for an exemption to
certain l.ocations.

Ofher tourism operations
Operations that are only permitted 30 days access to the
Area [by anchoring}, must generally boak to the Area. The
number of such vessels thal may book (o access the area
will be limited to 40 vessels per day. Some tourism
operalions may be eligible for exemption from the booking
requirement. RLguLu: access to moorings and ponloons
will be permitted without a baoking.

_'pmu_--.q m zmv permlf fupes flfmugix In‘brw hon Bm‘le:ms. e

Whale watching
% Several species of migratory whale, including the rare
& dwarf minke whale, breed in north Queemland walers
- between July and September. Whales may be disturbed by
‘human activilies.

* Permits for whale watching will only be issued for
legilimale research projects.

¢ No additional permils lor lourisim operations will

be granted in the Area.
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Green Isuvo Resr Locaumy 1 -raar 9

[NEED MORE INFORMATION?|
& maximum greup size uf&.\ |

For additional information or to clarily poinls from this : """__:‘penple per vessel or.
booklet, please cansult the Cairns Arca Plan of | sireralt fincluding, '?“““’f'
Management. If you have any [urther inquiries concerming A horing of vessels

the Plan please contact the followi g organisations: i  more thar 3 mgtms M
overalt length

! L& no mﬁ.‘rhmm! reckless,
| | negligent mt:hozim,mt
b comab

~» anchoring is aﬂmved

- within 5t metres or

Great Barrier Reel Marine Park Authority
PO Box 1379
Townsville Qld 45810
Thone; {07 4750 0700

Fax: ((07) 4772 6093 Pl Umoarings:
Ll nomotorised w .lwrbporta
Queensland Department of Environment and Heritage | e hovemmft ' %
PO Box 2066 '
Cairns Qld 4870

Phone: (07) 4052 3043 maximum group size of f
kax: (17) 4052 3046 P"OP'P pgr veasel or Ve
0% aircrafl (Indudllls L(\!'»
o na anchiring of vessels
Tnare than 35 rm-m\ in
- overall Jength %
“* o intentipnat, !(.’cklcbb‘
- negligent anchomtg on
oAl e
* 0o anchoring mthm 0
~metnes of muonngb S
* i mutorised wafcrwﬁmﬂ
o ur l*uwrxraft W

GREEN 1SLAND REEF LOCaUTY 3 — \ap 9

' maximum group size of 15
peaple per vessal or. '

o {including crew)

L pane Toring, of u'wﬂs :
©mwere than 35 ey | i

Coveralllength

~s o itentional, reckless,

- pegligent anuhnnng on

: ooral - .

"= no mplorised walampnrls .

o oorhovescrall
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