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FOREWORD

The Great Barrier Reef is an amazing natural treasure and one of the most biologically diverse places on Earth.
Internationally recognised for its outstanding universal value, it is important to communities and industries for both
their livelihoods and recreation. It is a place of great significance to its Traditional Owners who have a unigque and
continuing connection to the area.

Like many coral reefs throughout the world, the Great Barrier Reef is under pressure. Climate change, run-off,
coastal development, some remaining impacts of fishing, and outbreaks of crown-of-thorns starfish are among the
most serious threats to the Reef.

To secure the Reef ob6s future, the (BeAuthdrity)BasworkegwithtReeef Mar i
Queensland Government and the Commonwealth Department of the Environment to undertake a comprehensive
strategic assessment. This work forms part of the Austra
Commi tteeds c onc e rsmokdevalbpmenton thehGreati BarpeaReéf World Heritage Area.

Taking a big picture approach to Reef management, the assessment looked at the Great Barrier Reef Region and
the adjacent coastal zone, including the values of the Region, threats to those values, and actions required to
protect them. The assessment considered cumulative impacts & multiple pressures from multiple sources 6 and
how these affect the marine environment in the short and long term.

The assessment found t h estaWlimgunidersd ealue renamigsdargaly imtectd The northérn
third of the Region is in good condition; however, areas in its southern two-thirds, particularly those inshore, are in
decline.

Alongside the comprehensive assessment 8 with an understanding of Reef health, current management, future

needs and risks 0 this 25-year program report sets the future management direction of the Authority. It outlines
measures to protect and conserve the Regi onds nificaricey e s , i n
and safeguards to ensure activities do not have an unacceptable impact on the marine environment. It proposes

actions to manage the Reef in the years ahead, including strengthening existing management and introducing

new initiatives ranging from on-ground work to policies and engagement.

Drafts of the Strategic Assessment Report and the Program Report were made available for three months of
community consultation. Feedback was considered in finalising the two reports, and is summarised in a
supplementary report.

The first part of this report describes the significance of the Region, and outlines the comprehensive strategic
assessment process and its key findings.

The second part outlines the Authorityds tbepRebeasdsevam
allow ecologically sustainable use. It describes how foundational management actions will continue and be
expanded upon, along with initiatives to strengthen Reef management including:

1 amanagement framework focused on clear outcomes f or the future of the Reef
specific measurable targets

1  cumulative impact guidelines and regional standards to improve assessment and management of
cumulative impacts from all activities within and adjacent to the Region

1 anetbenefit policy to guide decisonma ki ng and actions required to deliwv
i mprovement to ecosystem health and the condition of

1  aprogram of regionally based Reef recovery actions to support restoration of critical habitats, functioning
of coastal ecosystems and sustainable multiple use

1  a Reef-wide integrated monitoring and reporting program, which is an important part of evaluating
performance and guiding adaptive management across the life of the program.

The third part of this report focuses on the environmental assessment and decision-making processes of the
Authority. It outlines how these processes protect the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park, including matters of
national environmental si andinginiversalnvalue. and t he Reef s outst

The Authoritybés management pr og-TeamBusteinabllity Plam fvlach, im tutnhwell Re e f
provide an overarching framework ensuring integration, coordination and alignment of actions across jurisdictions

toprot ect the Great Barrier Reef Worl d Handeénsuedevelopmestads out S
activities and use of the Region remain ecologically sustainable.

We are confident that our 25-year management program will place the Authority in the best position to face the
challenges ahead. We need to work together & governments, industry and communities 8 to ensure this natural
wonder remains healthy and resilient, so that it enriches the lives of future generations just as it does for us today.

Woniteat

Russell Reichelt

Chairman and Chief Executive Officer
Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority
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Figure 1 Great Barrier Reef World Heritage Area, Region and Marine Park
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