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and offering many exciting and varied It is this biodiversity that builds such a
experiences. remarkable ecosystem, as well as supports
If you're lucky enough to visit the Reef, there human use and enjoyment of the Great
are many opportunities for you to experience Barrier Reef and associated ecosystems.
and learn about the wonders of the region. The breathtaking array of marine creatures
op There are many tourism experiences that call the Reef home includes 600
ormpuraaw on offer that cater for everyone and all types of soft and hard corals, more than
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diving experiences, whale watching and X molluscs, 500 species of worms, 1625
visiting islands. You can visit the Marine B types of fish, 133 varieties of sharks and
Park throughout the year and can ensure g T s \ rays, and more than 30 species of whales
your visit does not impact the marine N S o ' and dolphins.
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people are the Many Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people . 5}’ Dart
Traditional Owners of the Great Barrier Reef Region.  undertake traditional use of marine resources North Johnst Innisfail N 40 Reef The Great Barrier Reef is a refuge for many species of Some protected species in the Great Barrier Reef
The groups that hold traditional connections to activities to educate younger generations about orth Jonnszare slale » o O Lihou Reef | conservation concern. Marine Park include well known species such as
areas within the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park are  raditional and cultural rules, protocols, practices and South Johnstone Y 5 k=3 Flinders Reefs S The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority works ~ €stuarine crocodiles, marine turtles, whales, dolphins
situated along the Queensland coast from the Torres ~ @Ctivities on sea country. e v 4 J closely with international, national, state and local and dugongs. Other lesser known protected species
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after cultural and heritage sites. b : Vi, 3 Ve, Q Abington Reef Protected species in the Great Barrier Reef are between sub Antarctic waters and tropical waters of the
' Rockingham Bay « ** 2t classified as either threatened, iconic or at risk. Great Barrier Reef.
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The Great Barrier Reef World Heritage Area shows There are many deep water features adjoining a Gloucester v ' N in 1866, it forms an integral part of history in aiding
ogeg | Outstanding examples representing the major stages the continental shelf including canyons, channels, Island navigation along the Queensland coast through )
of the Earth’s evolutionary history evolved over plateaux and abyssal plans. Boweni®™ 4 the Great Barrier Reef. Many places of historical 20°S
millennia. Globally, the Great Barrier Reef shows significant ' 1 . significance including lighthouses, shipwrecks and
Environmental history is recorded within the reef diversity of reef and island morphologies that e, ” wrecks of WWII aircrafts, are managed to protect
structure; for example, climatic conditions over reflect ongoing geomorphic, oceanographic and S their heritage values.
hundreds of years can be seen in cores taken from environmental processes. Al B A L\ - | ' ' '
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separate coral reefs, ranging from inshore fringing in various stages of geomorphic development.
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The Great Barrier Reef World Heritage Area supports ~ The total value revenue from all commercial fishing .
a wide range of human activities, including tourism (including aquaculture, line, net, trawl and pot S
and diving, commercial, recreational and traditional fisheries, and marine and aquarium fish and coral N \
fishing, ports and shipping activities. The tourism and  collection) in the World Heritage Area in 2010-11 is S o
fishing industries are worth more than five billion estimated to be around $193 million. R Q‘kj’
dollars annually to the Australian economy. Use of the Great Barrier Reef goes well beyond
The Great Barrier Reef World Heritage Area supports ~ commercial activities. Recreation, such as boating, -
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25°S services that support the Reef, including water as they can impact on the health, survival, growth U E E N S L A N D Bay '
distribution, food and habitat, and nutrient and and breeding of many species that live on the Great %
chemical cycling. Barrier Reef. Lake Wuruma % —
For example, many reef species use the catchment Other animals, such as whales, travel from all over e S
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