
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Disclaimer: The above published positions are correct to the best of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park 

Authority and Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service’s knowledge at November 2020. No guarantee is given 

that the moorings are in the location shown in the table. Vessel skippers should verify the mooring positions with 

their own GPS equipment prior to attempting to access the moorings. Particular care should be taken in 

accessing the moorings in poor weather, reduced visibility, or at night. 

Instructions to vessel masters: 

1. Vessel masters are solely responsible for the safety of their vessel while using the public moorings 

2. A watch must be kept at all times while the vessel is on the mooring 

3. Be aware of changing weather and sea conditions and your proximity to obstacles, including coral and 

other vessels, and how these may be affected by mooring swing 

4. Refer to instructions specified or included on the tag or buoy. 
 

Public moorings and Reef Protection Areas in the Whitsundays (Whitsundays Plan of Management) 

The Whitsundays region is one of the most highly visited regions of the Great Barrier Reef. The Whitsundays 

Plan of Management is in place to help protect the values and minimise disturbance. Some basic information on 

public moorings and no-anchoring areas is outlined below. For further information visit www.gbrmpa.gov.au.  

Public moorings 

Public moorings are available to all Reef users and are installed at popular locations. Blue double cone-shaped 

buoys attached to the moorings have a colour-coded band explaining the class (vessel length), time limits and 

maximum wind strength limits applicable to the mooring. 

 

A large number of privately-owned moorings also exist in the marine parks and you should have the owner’s 

permission before using these moorings. 

 

Using public moorings 

To protect fragile reefs in high-use areas, there are rules to help stop misuse of public moorings and reef 

protection markers. The rules include: 

 

 exceeding time limits 

 attaching more than one vessel to a public mooring 

 rafting-up – attaching multiple vessels in a chain when one vessel is attached to the mooring 

 altering the mooring 

 not following the instructions on the mooring. 

 
These rules ensure public moorings continue to be available for everyone's use. It's about playing fair while out 

on the water. Anyone found to be misusing a public mooring or public infrastructure may be issued with a fine. 

The appropriate use of public moorings is outlined in Regulation 171 of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park 

Regulations 2019. 

 

http://www.gbrmpa.gov.au/


No-anchoring areas 

No-anchoring areas protect coral reefs from anchor damage. A person must not drop an anchor for a vessel, 

aircraft or any other facility in a no-anchoring area. The majority of no-anchoring areas are marked by reef 

protection markers, which are white pyramid-shaped buoys with a blue label. Twenty five Reef Protection 

Areas can be found in the Whitsundays. 

 
The twenty five no-anchoring areas are located at: 
 

 Baird Point 

 Bait Reef (unmarked, see map below) 

 Black Island      

 Blue Pearl Bay 

 Cairn Beach 

 Cateran Bay 

 Caves Cove 

 Chalkies Beach 

 Cockatoo Point 

 Crayfish Beach 

 Dumbell Island 

 East Butterfly Bay 

 False Nara Inlet 

 Hook Island – Manta Ray Bay 
(unmarked, see map below) 

 Langford Island 

 Luncheon Bay 

 Maureens Cove 

 North Stonehaven Bay 

 Peter Bay 

 Pinnacle Bay 

 Saba Bay 

 Sandy Bay 

 South Stonehaven Bay 

 Sunlovers Beach 

 West Butterfly Bay 
 

When visiting a reef or bay that has a no-anchoring area: 

 You may enter when approaching or leaving moorings or beaches. You cannot anchor inside the area, 
however vessels may access and anchor on the beach when conditions allow. 

 You cannot attach your vessel or aircraft to a reef protection marker. 

 

 
Unmarked no-anchoring areas – 2 locations 

 

Bait Reef unmarked no-anchoring area 

 

 

Boundary description 

Item Description  

1. The point 19°48.420′S 149°03.644′E  

2. East along the parallel 19°48.420′S to 

longitude 149°03.803′E  

3. South-easterly along the geodesic to 

19°49.285′S 149°04.680′E  

4. South along the meridian 149°04.680′E 

to latitude 19°49.381′S  

5. West along the parallel 19°49.381′S to 

longitude 149°04.072′E  

6. North-westerly along the geodesic to 

19°49.202′S 149°03.836′E  

7. Northerly along the geodesic to 

19°48.592′S 149°03.644′E  

8. North along the meridian 149°03.644′E 

to the starting point 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
Hook Island – Manta Ray Bay unmarked no-anchoring area 

 

 

Boundary description 

Item Description  

1. The point 20°03.559′S 148°57.181′E  

2. East along the parallel 20°03.559′S 

to the intersection of the Hook 

Island (20-028) coastline at mean 

low water and the meridian 

148°57.501′E (at the point closest to 

20°03.559′S 148°57.501′E)  

3. Generally southerly then westerly 

then south-westerly along the Hook 

Island (20-028) coastline at mean 

low water to the intersection of the 

Hook Island (20-028) coastline at 

mean low water and the parallel 

20°03.751′S (at the point closest to 

20°03.751′S 148°57.181′E)  

4. North along the meridian 

148°57.181′E to the starting point 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 


