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From River to Reef

Douglas Shire helps to improve water quality in the GBR

The Dougias Shire River

Improvement Trusl Praject has

been recognised as finalists in the
Riverprize awards for 2004 Tor its
achievements in working towards
improving the guality of water
entering the Great Barrier Reef lagoon,

The Douglas Shire River
Improvement Trust was named
national finalists in the Riverprize
awards for their outstanding
achisvements in river management
through the implementaton of a
range of projects to help improve
water guality im the Mossman River

The Trust alms to preserve the
putstanding biodiversity and scenery
of the Mossman River throwgh the
promaotkon, adoption and implementation of sustainable nd management practices by all landhaolders,
residents and visitors to the reglon,

The Dougtes Shire Sieey
imprrieg water qualiy in the Wosswan Fier

I Trusf Project hass been recognised for

dccording to Cr David Egan of the Douglas Shire Coundl, the projects and ongoing research
conducted as part of the project have made significant contributions ta improving the guality of water
entering the Great Barrer Reaf lagoon in the Douglas Shire region

The Dowglas Shire Water Quality Improvement Pregram has been made possible by funding from
the Matural Hertage Trust and through the cooperation of varicus groups including Douglas Shire
Councll, the CSIRO and James Cook University, as well as tha Australian and Quesnsland Governments
through the Reef Water Guality Protection Plan

“With all of these groups Involved, the Douglas Shire River Improvemeant Trust has implemeantad
on-the-ground projects Mowsing an bank stabilisation and resegetation to areas of the Massman River
that had been subject to erosion for a number of years,” Cr Egan said.

"The partnerships farmed to implement these water quality improvement projects have given
researchers, staff and students the chance to work on real life projects, to observe and record thelr
work in the community and the various ecosystems that make up Douglas Shire,”

The water guality improvement programs encourage the community and Individuaks to be responsible
far habitat management and the Trust provides technical advice and lMnancial assistance ta landholders
to enable them to property manage and enhance the biodiversity of key habitat areas on their
properties,

The Great Barmer Reef Manne Fark Authonty supports the implementation of these types of projects
within the Great Barrier Rasf Catchment through the Resl Water Quality Protection Plan.

Hugh Yorkston, Director of Water Quality and Coastal development at the GBRMPA said the
Mossman River project was a vital step taken by local Council to help improve the guality of water
entering the Great Barrier Reaf in the Dowglas Shire reglon,

The Dowglas Shire River Improvement Trust, in partnership with landholder and the Matural Heritage
Trust, has carried out these works to stabilise eroding banks along the Mossman River since 1997,
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Message
f 1 the

Welcome to the first edition of our new bmonthly newsletter
'SeaRoad”,

Oneer e past faw years, & spirit of sbronger partnerships
has been forged amongst the agencies, industries and
ocomimunites invalved in the use and management of the
Great Bamrier Reef Marine Park,

Cne of my primary goals for the future |s to nurture and
maintain these partnarships so we can continue to develop
Impartant strategles that will kedp to protect the Great Barrer
Reefl for generations to come,

We want to let you know what Is happening within and
around the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park and hopefully
‘Seaftead’ will offer an opportunity for us to showcase and
acknowledae the efforts of our partners, staff and GBER,
Comimunities.

2004 has been a year of significant achisvemeant for the
Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority with tha
implementation of new zoning on 1 July 2004 creating an
histaric momant for the Great Barrlar Reaf and for Australia,
Developing the Zaning Pan for the Marine Park was one of
the largest and most compéex public consultation and zoning
processes sver undertaken in thes counbry. 'We analysed over
31,000 public submissions in develoging the final plan.

RAP wrap-up

The new Zoning Plan far the Greal Barrier Reaf Marine
Park cama into effect on I July 2004 following the
implementation of the Representative Areas Program
{RAP).

The Program invaelved the mast comprehensive process
of community involvement for any environmental issue in
Australia’s history and a massive amoaount of material has
been preduced to help people understand the RAP and the
new Zoning Plan,

fccording to RAP Manager, Dr Leanne Femandes, the
new Zoning Plan has been well recelived by much of the
community,

"It is encowraging to note that the level of Incident reports
has been below average levels, Indicating people who use
the Marine Fark have good levels of understanding and
support for the new Zoning Plan,"” she said,

“WWa have found that by establishing and using aver 200
Commiunity Access Points throughout the region to help
distribute zoning Infarmation, people have baen able to
aasily access the information they require.”

O Fernandes said the GBRMPA |s commitbed to continuing
education about the Zoning Plan and compliance with it
and the community has an essential rode in this @sk.

Some of the ways the GERMPA has communicated
information about the new Zoning Plan include:

» Ogir TO0 meetings wers held with stakehalders in

approximately 40 coastal Queensland towns

» Esghtesn detailed 1:250, 000 scale maps were prepared

for use by Marine Park users and four overview
1:1,000.000 scale maps were prepared (o provide an
introduction to the new zoning

he Greal Barrier Reel Marime Park Aulberily

However, we understand that now zening is just one of
the important processes needed ta protect the Great Barrer
Reef for the future. Over the next twelve months, the GERMPA
will continee b monitor compliance with 2oning in the Maring
Fark and will focus on other crucial initiatives such as the
declining guality of watar in the Great Barrier Reef, tourism
partnerships and best practices for all Reef users,

Ta achkeve this goal, we will continue & share and
cormmrunicabe our messages with industres, key stakeholders
and communities and we will be encouraging you to share
your goals, messages and achievements with us,

I'd value your feedback an "Sealead’ or story deas throwgh
our feedback email address searead @gbrmpa.gov. au

Regards

L oK

Virginia Chadwick,
Chasr, Greal Banter Resl Marine Park Authority m

& Ower 700,000 new zoning maps have been printed and

diskbribbuted since Jung
= & new website interface containing the new zoning
informatian was launched in June. Since then GBRMPA
has delivered over 40,000 copies of new zoning maps,
plans and guides ar an average of 400 maps each day
via the website
= Ower 20,000 packages of information about the mnew
Loning Plan were sent to all those wiho made submissions
and also to all permitted commercial operators in the
Marine Park

+ 12,500 CO-ROMs were produced contalning all the zoning
imformation incuding the information about the
coordinates of the new zones

= & booklet wiss prepared offering more detailed information

about the new Zoning Plan than avallable on the back
of the maps but less complicated than the legal Zoning
Pian document. 200,000 of these have since been
printed,

= 140 pat ramp signs aleng the Queensland coast

ware replaced,

Information about the new Zoning Plan is still avallable
at over 240 Community Access Poinls including bait and
tackle shops, ship chandlers, Visitor Information Centres,
Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service offices and Boating
and Fishing Patrol offices,

The GEBRMPA will continue o clasely manitor the compliance
with and Impact of the new zoning owver the coming years.

{ ENE
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LMAC to help their local
Community

The Capricorn Coast Local Marine Advisory Committee
(LMAC) will make navigaling yellow zones in their
ragion a little easior for Reef users soon with the
production of a brochure picturing local rones snd
regional information.

The Capricem Coast LMAC s planning to produce a fishing
guide that features new zoning in the Capricorn Coast region.

As a joint project between the Capricorn Coast LMAC and
the lecal Sunfish branch, the guide will include the zonos n
the coastal area of the reglon, particularty extra infarmation
on yellow fone boundanies, as well as a maore detailed section
on the Great Keppel and North Kepped Islands.

Graham Scott, Chair of the Capricorn Coast LMAC said
the gulde woukd halp the community to enderstand the zones
and would be a useful product for fishers to study and take
out on the boat with them.

“Oreeer the next sin months, we will also be focusing on
projects for community monitoring, particularly n relation
to the RAF zaning implementation and water gquality
mionitoring Initlatives,” Mr Scott sald,

“0Our LMAC was fairly heavily involved in the zoning process
and we want to ensura the zonling and other strategies
bBenaft our cemmunity 8% much a% possible.”

Thers are currently ten LMACS |n different regions alang
the Great Barmier Real coast, LMACS wera S&t up by the
Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority {GBRMPA) bo Involve
the community in the management of the Great Barrer Reel
Marina Park and help the GBRMPA keep in touch with kocal
MERNE Seysss,

LMACs play an educational role by increasing pubdic
awareness about Impacts on the Reel and benefit local
communities by providing an important link for matters
relating o the Great Barrier Resl and othér marine [ssuss,

are.

Capa York Marine Advisory Group
Part Douglas LMAL

Cairms LAMWAC

Mlssion Beach LMAC
Hinchinbrook LMAC

Townsville LM&C

Whitsunday LMAC

Mackay LMAL

Capricorn Coast LMAC

Cladstone LMAC

The GBRAMPA i5 also in the process
of putting together an LMAC In Bundaberg. | EnE |

‘New look’ GBRMPA website

WWWwW.gbrmpa.gov.au
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GBRMPA Awards

The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority has
recefved & number of awards recently recognising the
outstanding achiovemants of the Representative Areas
Program that resulted in the new Zoning Plan for the
Great Barrier Reef Marine Park.

Leanne Famandas, Acting Director Conservation, Beodiversity
and World Haritage at GBRMPA said all staff ware dalighted
with the recent recognition.

"Staff throughout the organisation worked incredibly hard
during the Representative Areas Program and also during
the formulation and implementation of the new Zening Flan.
We are both flattered and proud to have received thess
awards,” Ms Fernandes said,

To date the Great Barrier Reef Maring Park Authoriby has
mceived fouwr awards:

winner of Calegory 3: Governmen| Leading by example lor a
sustainable future inthe 2004 Infernotionol Banksia Awards.

This award recognises the Great Barrer Heaf Marine Park
Authuarity fior #s vabuable steps towards ensuring a sustainable
future for the Great Barrier Raef,

Winner of the Botanic Gardens Trust Eurcha Prize for Biodiversity
Research in the 2004 Australlan Museum Eureka Prizes.

This prize recegnised the innovative scientific research that
created the basls for the new Zoning Plan, which provides
an sutstanding and ongaing contribution to the conservation
of Australia’s biodiversity.

Winner in the 2004 Regional Heads Forem Excellence Awards

feaceiving the Overall Excellence Award and the Excellence
in Leadership Award

Winner of the ‘Special Achlevement in GIS" award al the
Enviranmental Systems Research Instiluie's 248h Annual User
Conference.

Thes awand is given Lo user sites sround the world in recognition
of their outstanding work in the GIS field, The GERMPA
received the prize from over 100,000 user sites worldwids,

B

Amendment to Cairns Arga Mlan of Monagement
The amendment to the Caims Area Plan of Management has
bean approved by the Board of the Great Bamier Reef Marine
Park Authority and will be Implemented as soon as possihle.

Actording to Mack Wynn, GBRMPA Planning Praject Manager
this amendmant to the Calrns Area Plan of Managerment will
provide for greater operational flexibility for the boutique
crulse industry and large day boats by providing an increased
choice of destinabions,

"1t will also provide for growth In tourism based in the
Cookbown area by sllowing operabors from that ares to gain
a greater kevel of access to the Calms Planning Area than
previousty permitted,” Mr Wynn said.

The Great Barrier Reef Marne Park Authority first released
the Caims Area Plan of Management in June 1998 to provide
strategies for the protection of the Cairns Area. The Cairns
Aren includes some of the most spectacular reafs in the
Marina Fark and abundant wildlife including dugong, whales,
dalphing, turtles and seabirds, These natural attractions are
the foous of a dynamic tourism industry, which accounts for
over 50% ol the total annual visitation to the Greal Barrier
Reaf.

Thie Cairns Area Plan of Management is going throwah its
third round of amendments, To make the amendment, the
GBRMPA has worked closely with the parmit holders and
operators affected by the Flan. The amendment to the Flan
went throwgh a formal consultation process with more than
30 submissions received, [ EnE |
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Reef Guardian Schools
recognised

Reef Guardian Schools throughout Queensiand are
becaming recognised as more than just guardians of
the Great Barrier Reef,

Recently a number of Reef Guardian Schools entered the
Comalor Green k Healthy Schools 2004 program organised
by the popular Keep Australia Beautiful Cowndl Queensland,

Kylie Johnston, Operations Manager for the Kesp Australia
Beautiful Coundll GQueansland, said the awards attracted
entries from 363 Queensiand schools with 43 of these being
Reef Guardian Schools. Sixteen of these schools were
recognised as Comalca Green B Healthy Schools winners,

*It's fantaskic that schools and their communities are
embracing these programs and in turn being recegnised far
them,” Ms Johnsbon =aid

A special Comalea Green & Healthy Schodls Program
award was presented to Ms Kym Teufel from Cooktown Stabe
School, wha won the Beverage [ndustry Environment Coundl
Outstanding Accompdishment Award (Far North Queensland
Reqion) for the implamentation of the Beef Guardian Program
into her school,

“®s Teufel has worked enthusiastically to implement the
goals of the Comalcn Green & Healthy Schools program by
actively angaging students in a number of environmental
projects both within the school and in thedr local community,*
sha =aid.
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Eym af Conkipen 53 - Comator Graen pd He sty School

*Ms Teufel is dedicated to the Reef Guardian Schools and
Comaleo Green & Healthy Schools principles and passionately
passes on these values to her students,”

The students and teschers at Cookiown State Schoal have
shown they are highly committed to a number of successul
envirgnmental prajects including Resl Guardian activities
like screen primting t-shirts and bags, which are sold to the
P&C, Cook Shire Council and local businesses, s well as
dunng the Cooktown Festival Weekand to help raise
COMIURILY awaransss,

i
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wWhat's new on

Marine Fark Rsthor g

The Great Barrier Reed

Reef Guardian Schools who have been
recognised as Comalco Green and Healthy
School winners:

Belgian Gardens 55, Townavills

Haly Spirit School, Townsvilie

Emeérald 5HS

Taranganba 55

Comet S5 Emerald

Boyne Island 55

The implementation of the Greal
Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority's
new Zoning Plan has bean &
massive affort on the part of many
people including the Community
&ccess Points who have been
instrurmental in gatting the naw
zoning information and maps out |
to users of the Marine Park. .

Bruce Kingston, GBRMPA i b Ao Kwn Bal & Fckia, Apr
Director of Communication and Education saikd the assistance
and support from the Community Access Points in helping
to distribube zoning maps and relabed products has been
fantastic

“Without the cooperabion of the 230 bait and tackle shops,
ship chandlers, Queansland Parks and Wildlife offices and
many athar retallers and organisations who became
Community Access Points, we wouldn't have been able (o
effectively ensure that everyone who needed zoning products
wis able to access them,” Mr Kingston said.

Mr Kingsten said the Community Access Points have
enabded locals and holidsymakers access ba paning information
all atong the Great Barrier Reef coastine.

"The responsge b the maps releass has been averwiedming
and we could not have achieved such a successful distribution
without the work and efforts of the Communily Access Painks,”
he =aid.

"We thank thess organisations and businesses for helping
us ralse awarenass and understanding of the new zoning.”

Zaning maps and information can be oblained from
Community Access Points |located from Brisbane to Bamaga.
To find the one closest o vou log onto the GERMPA website
or phore 1800 990 177,

E &
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EPA Hotline provides
one-stop shop

EPA hotline
1300 130 372

The Environmental Profectson Authority
[EPAY Queensland Parks and Wildlife
Service (QPWS) now provides a singla
contact padnt for the public to report
poflution Incldents, marine animal
strandings and wildiife issues, and for
general enguirles about a range of other
Agency Services,

The new integrated service, which is
baing promoted as the EFA Hotline i5
availahle through the previows pallutan
hotling number 1300 130 372 (1300
130 EPA).

It replaces existing hotlines for marine
strandings and wildlife, and will re-routa
calls regarding licensing and
parks/camping enquiries to the Ecoaccess
Custarmar Service Unit and Maturally
Queensland Information Centre, as
nesded. It alse provides links for urban
wildlife enguiries to the Queensland
Herbarium for plant identilication and
the Queensland Museum for animal
Identification,

Calis will be managad 24 hours a day,
m%ammmw
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Night time beach visitors

Beaches along the Great Barrier Reef coast may have some flippered
night time visitors in the coming months as female maring turtles
come ashore te nest.

Sarah Fieroe from h"
the Specles Consandation ’
Unit said most femake
turties come ashore to
lay eggs batwesn Octobar
and February, laying
about 120 eggs each,

“The hatchlings then
emerge from the nest
seven to twelve weeks
later, usually bebween “ »
Decembar and May," -3
Ms Pierce said, mmmm

Six of the world's saven species of marine turtle live In the waters around
Australia, and all six are found within the Grest Barrier Resf World Heritage
Area.

"All gix of these spacies of turtles are listied in variows categories of
threat. This is one of the reasons why It is essential people take care when
watching female turtles |ay egas or the hatchiings emarge from the sand
and make their way to the ocean,” she sald,

A pumber of best envirenmental practices for burtie wabching have besn
developed to assist people to do the right thing whean they are around
turtles "

Mz Pierce said human interaction with nesting turtles and hatchlings is
mot the only danger to turtles. Boating and shipping can ereate patential
hazards for marine wildlife including turties,

"Wessels can strike, injure or kill turtles, scare them fram thair feeding
areas or disrupt secial bonds within populations of turtles, IF you are on
the waber be aware that these animals may be nearby and travel slowly_ "
she said,

“Another major threat ta turtles and ather marine animals is garbage.,
Dumping of garbage is prohibited imside the Great Barder Reef Marne Park,
but increasing amounts of debsls enter the ocean every year,”

Ms Pierce said discarded fishing lines can entangle marine turtles, while
other kinds of garbage, ke plastic bags, may be mistaken for food and
ingested,

The long-term survival of burtles ls uncertain because of a number of
throats, including human disturbance in their foraging and nesting areas,
[f these animals are to survive for generations to come, people must he
aware of and respect them in their habstat,

For more Infermation about marine turtles n the Great Barrier Reef
World Heritage Area see the following websites:

wiww.gbrmpa.gov.au www.deh.gov.au/ coasts fspecies/turtlas

If you are around nesting or hatching turtles please ensure you follow these
best envirenmental practices for turtle watching:

¢/ Keep the use of lighting (&.g. torches) ba a minimum,
Hint: put a red cloth or cefophane over the forch

¢ Lights should be no more than a threes-volt, two-cail, hand-held torch

/' Do not approach too close to turtles leaving the water and moving up
b beach

o Do ot shine lights directly on turties leawing the water, moving up the
beach, bullding nests, or laying eggs

/ Avold loud nolse and sudden movements near turties while they are
laying their eggs

' Do onot touch the turtles, hatchlings or eggs
Y Keep dogs away
v Do not light campfires on turtle nesting beaches.

E, emall: seareaafnghempa. §ou, &4
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Students dress up for
celebrations

WhvgaTs codfiing mniers
Students at Woongarra Stata School in Bundaberg dressed
up as real creatures for their Reel Geardian celsbrations
recenthy, which incorporated the presentation of a plague
to recognise the schoal for thelr commibtment to the Reaf
Guardian Schools Program

Kate Bowmaker, GBRMPA Communications Coordinator,
said students showcased their achievements and shared
their reel-protection messages with members of the schoal
community and their parents and friends.

*students also enthusiastically demonstrated some of
their reef activities and initiabives to representatives from
the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority and other
government agencies,” Ms Bowmaker said

"It was fantastic to see students and beachars at Woongarra
transform their school into a magnificent reef scane for the
celebrations with many shedents and teachers dressing up
a5 Reef creatures,” she said

Throughaout the year, students at Woongarra State School
have participated in a range of activiting to protect their
local land and marine environments such as halping to
revegetate coastal areas, printing calice bags and developing
programs ke reduce, reuse and recycle. Students have also
studiad marine-related togics in their classrooms.,

The Ereat Barrier Reed Marine Park Asthorihy

Plaque presentations for
Reef Guardian Schools

Reeaf Guardian Schools that registerad in 2004 have been
presented with plagues of recognition for their commitment
to protecting local land and marine environments and the
Great Barrier Reaf,

The Reef Guardlan Schools Program &s an important
oducation initiative of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park
Authority [GBRMPA) that encourages students and teachers
o undertake sctivitbies that can make a differance and helip
koep the Great Barrier Reaf great for the future.

According t6 Angela Colliver, Mational Education Programs
Manager at the Great Barrler Reef Marine Park Autharity,
the plaque presentations bo Reef Guardian Schools provides
the GBRMPA with an opportunity to thank the school and
recoanise students far their efforis to protect the Reel.

"It |5 wonderful to wisit these schools and see how much
effort and comamitrnent they have put Into thelr Resf Guandian
activitias, [ always leam a lot from the students and teachors
wiho have really made 3 cornmitmeant to help protect the
Beaf,” Ms Colliver said,

"It |5 also great bo see that these schools are supported
by 50 miuch of their community with parents, teachers, [ocal
industries and govemment agencies assisting tha student’s
in many of their initiatives.”

The Great Basrrier Resl Marine Park Authority has recently
recerved a $10,000 grant from the Natural Herntaga Trust
to braaden the Resl Guardian Schools Program to minimise
plastic bags in the marine environment,

(END
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Education at

Reaf HQ Education recently launched four new
education units to further encourage teachers to
incorporate visits to the world's largest living coral
reef aguarivm as part of their schoo! work program.

Frad Mucsiora, Beal HQ Educatson wlar'-ag-:-'. said In addition
ta a wnit studying threatened species three other units in
which students use the beauty and wonder of the reaf ag
inspiration for creative thinking

*We now offer students and teachers threse units wihich
aim o provide inspiration o students in the ameas of writing,
Yigual arts and business,™ e sakd.

"Students can visit Reef HQ and find inspiration for their
ertll'll;l ar ¥isual arts projects from the myriad of creatures
that inhabit the aquardium., We alsa offer & unit that looks
at Reef HO from a commercial business paink of view.”

"The ather new wnit gives students an insight into the
threatenad speclas of the Great Barner Reaf.”

Reel HO Education gives sbedents of all ages and leaming
abilities a unigque environment to experence and learn about
te Great Barrier Resf, Reef HO's innavative aducation
programs are age-specific and alkow students to work towands
objectives agutlined in Syllabus documents, All of the Reerl
HZ Education Programs are supported by our Beef Education
wabhgite wearw realed, sdu,qu

Reef HQ Education is facilitated by a team of qualified
educabors, students of all ages will:

» phserve more than 5000 live sea creatures;

« gxpernience the habitats, ecosystems and behaviour of
reafl creatures:

* anayse the Inerachens that exist bebaeen reaf creahures;
=« gppreciate the reguirements for 8 healthy ecosystem)
« discover the latest in reef research; and

» e pmpowered o take actions that will protect the future
of the Great Barrier Reaf

To find out more contact the Bducation Team:
Phone: (07) 4750 0BOOD

Fax: (O7) 4772 6093

Email: educationfpreslHO). com.au

The Great Barrier Reef Marine Pard Rethorits

Protecting’~”..
fish spawning
on the Great
Barrier Reef

The Queensland Coral Real Fin Fish Fishery has
undergore managament changes recently. The
Queensliand Department of Primary Industries amd
Fisheries introduced a manageament plan for this fishery
in 2003. Az pact of 8 fulle of mansgement MesSUres,
spawning season closuwres are being used to protect
spawning fish during the peak spawning Season.

Three, nine-day periods have been implemented as closed
seasans for the taking of all coral reef fin fish in October,
Hovember and December each year arpound the new moon
perod. The closures are designed to pratect spawning
aggregatrons of most coral meef fish species.

For 2004 the closures will be 8 Dctob<r bo 16 Octobear,

& November to 14 Movember; amnd 6 December to 14
Decamber. During thesa times Coral Reef Fin Fish species
cannot be taken, however, these closures do not apply to
the taking of certain other fish species.

Martin Russell, Fishenes Project Manager and Chair of the
Soclety for the Conservation of Reef Fish Aggregations
{SCRFA) said this is a propctive step bowards maintaining
reaf fish populations by allowing them o spawm.

"in @ global scale, many coral reef fish ame being targeted
by fishing during the spawning seasons. & key International
initiakive to address this is the formation of the Society for
the Conservation of Reefl Fish Aggregations (SCRFA)" Mr
Riugsel] said,

"The SCRFA strives to promate and fadlitate the international
conservation and management of real fish spawning
aggregations.”

The key recormmendation of SCRFA i for fish spawning
aggregation sites to be conserved and protected, in time
andfor space, to ensure persistence of the species that form
them, the integrity of reaf ecasystems and the livelihoods of
fishers in coastal communities that depeand on aggregating
species.

Far more information on SCRFA visit www SCRFA. g,
for Information on spawning closures visit

wiwiw. dpi.gld.gov.au/Tish.guide. PEnD |
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Profile of QPWS Officer
Carolyn Williams

Carglyn is tha Senier Conservation Officer in
the Whitsunday District and has begn in the
Whitsundays as a Queensland Packs and Wildlifa
Service employee since February 2001.

In her role Carghyn assesses applications for
coemmercial, sclentific and educational use of
the Marine Park and makes recommendstions
as to whether a permit should or shouldn’t be
IS, as well & what type ol parmit conditions
are applied.

The Whitsunday's area makes up
approximately 1% of the Great Barmrer Reef
Marine Park, nowever EMO records sugoesl Use
is approcsimabely 45% of all tourism use of the
Marine Park. Consequently, Caralyn spends
maost of her time assessing applications for
tourist program permits - people who want to
run a tourism business in the Great Bamrier
Reel Marine Park and associated State Marine
Park

Caralyn's timea i5 also spent interprating
legislation, finding records of natural resource
valwes of 3 particular area and coming up with
strategies to prevent any further destruction
of habitat, ecosystems and bird nests.,

Carolyn also finds some Bme to respond to
marine anlmal stranding calls and oll spills in
the Marine Park and to assist with dive
operations. Carofyn has been instrumental in
advancing the EPA"s dive palkcy and ensuring
dive standards are maintained as Districk Dive
Officer gvar the last few vears

In her role, Carobyn alms to promaote 3 high
leved of best practice amongst the tourism
operators in the Whitsunday reglon and has
developed and maintained cooperative
relationships with this sector. She is a respacted
mamber of the local QPWS team,

Carolyn has been invalved in marine park
management for ten years. Previously she has
held positions as a Technical Officer {permit
assessor) in Caims and has worked in Western
Australia for Conservation and Land
Management [CALM) a5 a Marine Conservation
Officer at Mingaloo Marine Park.

Caralyn loves living in the Whitsundays and
enjoys the range of good restaurants and the
natural L2tings in the reglon. END |
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Sprimg Is In the alr and the tank at Reef HQ Agquarivm and, as
happens this time every year, the tank inhabitant’s thoughts
lightly turn to love!

Roeaf HD) General Mansger, John Hoey said thers is curmently reproductive
behaviour everywhere in the world’s largest living coral reef agueanum.

“It's an exciting time of year for staff, volunbesrs and visibors (o Reel
HO as we get to see some truly amazing behaviour as the animals start
reproducing,” Mr Hoey said.

*The male blue green chromis are displaying a black mark near thelr
dordsl fin which lels the fremale chromis know they are ready for mating.”
*The striking lecpard shark is laying eggs and new baby octopuses
have recently habched and are in quarantine to help ensure their survival.”

Mr Hoey said that sea cucumbers have already been observed spawning
witila the corals are gefting ready to spawn in sarly Novembear

*This is a fantaskic time of year to visit Reef HD and get a fesling of
wial |ife under the sea 1S like during spring. Each exhibit s |ike soking
through a window to the many wonders of the Great Barmer Reef,”

Fead HOD) Squarium’s main attraction, the Underwater Discdvery Tunmel,
bisects a 750,000 litre Predator Exhibit and a 2.5 millicn litre Coral Reef
Exhibit wihere visitors have a fish-eye-view of the coral ecosystam,
The Predator Tank, with its replica of the infamous 55 Yongala as a
backdrop, is a parfect way to view the array af sharks and other predatory
fish particularly on the days when the Shark Feeding Show stimulates
a frenzy of activity amang the hungry residents,

With its hard and soft corals, the Coral Reef Exhibit provides a home
for the thousands of beautiful fish, giant clams, sea cucumbers, sea stars
and other coral roof croatures

With impressive displays, thousands of marine animals and a full dally
programme of talks and tours, Reef HG is desgned o stimulate curiosity
50 that you leave In awe of the Great Barrier Resf and eager to discover
mire,

reefHQ

AQUARIUM
 Enil |
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fichieving water quality protection in partnership

The Australian and Queensland
governmants, kay industry groups and
the community are working together
to help reverse the decline in water
guality entering the Reefl through the
implemantation of strategies such as
the Real Water Quality Protection Plan.

Reversing the decling in the gquality of
water entering the Great Barrler Reef
World Heritage Area is one of the most
important and maost challenging objectives
facing the Great Barmier Reef Marine Park
Authority (GBRMPA).

The Reel Water Quality Protection Plan
alms to “halt and reverse the decline In
water quality entering the Reef within 10
years’,

Socording to Hugh Yorkston, Director of
Water Quality and Coastal Development
group &t the GERMMPA, the Real Plan
defines how government, industry and the
comimunity can contribube to the protection of the Great
Bamrier Aeef from the impact of declining water guality using
funds and resources provided By the Australian and
Queansland govermments,

"The abjectives of the Plan will be achisved through the
implementation of a suite of stratagies deslgned to realign
and lfecus the efforts of all sectors of the community incuding
government, industry and community growps,” Mr Yorkston
gaid.

"Tha Resef Plan focuses on providing ncantives, developing
partnerships and bullding an existing planning processes by
support and encourage key agricultural industry groups and
the landholders they représent to adopt and cantinually
improve industry best management practices,”

Mr Yorkston said achieving water quality protection
objectives mequires the cooperation of all levels of governmant,
Industry, resource users and the commiunity.

The GBEMPA contributes to the management of somae of
the activities and issues that may contribute ta the decline
in water quality in the Great Barriar Reef, Same of the
activitles that are managed collaboratively includs:

« Aguaculture activities through @ joint agreement betwean
the Queeansiand and the Australian governments, under
the respective government’s legislation

» Impacts related to shipping activities within the Marine
Park throwgh the Australian and Queensiand
gavesnment's Shipping Managemeant Stratagy, which
reflects the relevant International Conventions, legislation
and policles

Revarsng Me dechoes 1 & qualy of waler snlenng the Grear Bamer Soed Wodd Henlage Area s one of he mos?
mpoan and mast challanging odeoves fning the Graad Bamier Roed Menne Park dutbordy (GEAARA)

= Sewage treatment throegh Queesnsiand govermment
leglslabon and palicies and jointly with respect to any
discharges directly to the Great Barrier Reel Marine
Fark, through the Great Barmer Reaf Marine Fark Act
1975 and the Great Barder Resl Marine Park Regulations
1983

= Storrrwater in the urban environment is managed by
lzcal gowernment authorities and reguiated through
Quesansland government legislation and policies

= [mpact=s arising from new coastal developments through
the Queensland government's planning processes, as
defined by the Integrated Planning Act 1997 and the
Coastal Protection and Management Act 1995

= Potential for significant impacts on matters of national
environmental significance such as the values of the
Waorld Hertage Area are managed under the Australian
Government's Environment Pratectien Biodiversity and
Conservation Act 1999

= Reducing the impacts arising from diffuse pollution
spurces such as intensive and extensive agricuttural
activities will be addressed through the Reef Waber
Quality Protection Plan

Successiul implernentation of the Reef Waber Quality Protection
Flan, along with the ongoing management of the activities
that affect waber guality, will improve the prognosis for the
long-term futwre of the Great Barrler Reef, while also
improving the leng-term sustainakbility of the key indwestries
in the Great Barrier Resf and its Catchment.

[ £nc

They can have up o 60 tentacles

Thelr box-like shaped bodies can vary In size from 5-250m across

They move in the water by filling their ball with water and then forcing it out again

They da mol actively hunt but rely on food to bump into Bhem

Thelr tentacies are coverad in millions of stinging celis

When an animal {or human) comes inte contact with the tentecles the stinging cells are triggered and fire,
hollow threads pierce the victhm allowing the venom to enter. The tentackes attach to the victim with the
kelp of & sticky materiasl produced at the same tima, [ Enp |
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Environment audit highlights
sugar industry achievements
e T . L

Auvstralian sugar Industry leader Alf Cristavdo has
given an assurance that cane growers will continue
to give a high priority to implementing sustainable
farming practices as part of sugar industry reform.

Developing partnerships with government, and indusbry
bodies such as GBRMPA, is very much a part of that process

Mr Cristaudo who farms at Ingham, is Chalrman of
CANEGROWERS and a member of the Indusbry Oversighl
Group appointed by Federal Agriculture Minlster Warren
Truss to overses industry reform,

An environmental audit done by C4ES Phy Led for the
Federal Government found that cane growers had a strong
commitment to responsible natwral resource management
and were making stesdy progress towards industry-wide
adoption of sustainable farming practices. This commitment
focused particularly on réeduced impact on wateryays, the
Reef, coastal ecosystems and blodiversity through the
reduction In fertiliser, sediment and herbicide loss to
waterways and the preservation of riparan zones, wetlands
and native vegeialian.

Mr Cristaudo agrees that although conslderable progress
has been made in raising awareness and adopting best
practice, thare is still more to be done.

“The industry is astablishing an environmentad BERsurance
framework by developing In conjunctien with govermment
& Farm Management System (FMS) framework. This voluntary,
systematic approach to identifying and managing
environmental risks will allow us to benchmark our
performance against the workd's best, deliver continwal
Improscement and ensuere future industry preductiviby,
afficiency and sustainability.” o

En'.-'iru:l'umemnlw friendly
gar joins Meet
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Agencies ready to respond

The image of a large ol spill on the Great Barrier Reaf
iz & nightmare for the managers of the area, as it is

to many coastal residents and visitors, Considerable
work has bean done o minimise the risk of an
accidental spill from ships, bt no matter how remofe
a rizk it is still important to be prepared should the
mightmare eventuate.

The EnviFonmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Great
Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority (GBRMPA) have worked
together to develop the Maring Pollution Response Plan to
help protect the coastad waters of Queensiand and the Great
Barrier Reaf World Heritage Area.

According to ligisen manager - northern Malcodm Tumer
the new plan sefs out the organisational and communbcation
arrangements for dealing with ofl and chemical spills, derived
from shipping operations or accidents. It also deals with
pollution spilks From Hee land.,

“It provides & clear outline of the responsibllites of the
EPA and the GBRMPA during an incident, s well a5 a
Memorandum of Understanding between these agencies
detailing the geographical boundary of respansibilities for
environmental support te &n Incident response,” Mr Turner
said,

The mew Marine Pollution Response Man also provides
advice on Hhe planning and running of incidents, operationsl
health and safety hazards and technical aspects such as
waste disposal, termination of a response and the use af
chemical dispersants on oil.

The Response Plan s designed so that it may be
incorporated Into bocal response arrangements along the
Queangland coast, and it S consisbant with the Quesnsland
Coastal Conbingency Action Plan (QCCAP) and the Mational
Marine 0l Spill Contingency Plan,

Mo-one wants to contemplate a significant oil spill on the
Great Barrier Reeaf, but it s good to know that togather
GBRMPA and the EFA are ready to deal with this nightmare
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Tourism operators environmental
commitment pays dividends

With growing competition for the tourist dollar, more
and more operators big and amall are recognising the
rewards of providing ecologically friondly nature based
activities, which are not only pratecting the
sustainability of their product but also improving their
bottom line.

Leading the way currently, are 18 tourst operators who
are now certified by Bco Tourism Australia and are now
eligible for 15 year permits

Owner and Director of Pesatdon Outer Beef Crulses, Mr
Peter Wright said best practices are part of their daily
operations. Mr Wright said the gualification has become a
plus for them as they are now more easily identified and
perceivad as responsible aperators. He acoredits a lot of
their repeat business, mainly from overseas, is due b the
commitment they demaonstrate towards protecting the Reef,

Poseidon Cuter Reel Cruises based in Port Douglas and
operating out to the Agincourt Reef Systam in Far North
Queensiand has the Advanced Eco Teurism certification,

The Eco Cartification Pregram accredits oparators whao
can demonstrate that they represant best practice for
ecologlcally sustalnable tourism and contributes to the
conservation of the natural ares in which they operate.

The Great Barnier Reef Marine Park Authonty provides
business incentives for aperators who are certified high
standard operators and confribute to malntaining a healthy
reefl. Thesa incentives currently include extended 15-year
permits for operators who are identified as being certified
with an approved axtemal cartification scheme such 84 the
Eco certification scheme operated by Ecotourism &ustralia,

Oparators are not only working at an individual business
level but are also working In partnerships as members of
their peak industry asspciation, the Australian Marine Towrism
Operabors Association and its associabe members such as
the Whitsunday Charter Boat Industry Assaciation. Thase
groups work in collaborabon with Great Bamier Reef Marine
Park Autharity and other relevant agencies on important
initlatives that improve protection and presentabion of the
Marine Park, The Eyes and Ears reporting program where
operators acks as lookouts for the reef is one such example
of the strong support from tourism for reel protection.

Currently there are four tourism operators who have been
granted the extended 15 year permit, they are Quicksilver
Connections, Fantasea Cruises, Low [sles Sallaway and
Poseidon Outer Resl Cruises.

The Great Barrier Reaf Marine Park Suthonty is planning
to hold operator workshops on the Eco Certification program
in the Whitsendays and in Caims in late Novembaer, Operators
wihio are interasted in becoming Eco-cartified can contack
Ecotourism Australia on 0OF 3229 5550 and for mare information
on the program ISt wew ecotowrism.ong.au

Cuicksibver Connections, Fantasea Cruises, Great Barmiar
Beef Eco Experence {1770], Coral Princess Crulses NQ, Tall
Ship Adventures, 1770 Environmental Tours, Haba Dive, Sea
EKayaking Whitsundays, Ocean Rafting, Wavelength Reaf
Charters, Undersea Explorer, Maringe Air Seaplanes, Manta
Ray Charters, Ecstasea Diving and Snorkeliing tour, Magnetic
Iskand Sea Mayaking, Low [sles Sailaway, Possidon Quier
Reaf Crukses, Great Adventure Crulses.

The other 18 Eco Certified Townsm Operators are;

Quicksilver Connactions,
Fantasea Cruises,

Greal Barrier Real Eco
Experience [(1770),

Coaral Princess Cruises N,
Tall Ship Adventures,

1770 Environrmental Tours,
Haba Dive,

Sep Kayaking Whitsundays,
Cicean Rafting, Wavelength
Resl Charters, Undersaa
Explorer, Manne &ir
Sesplanes, Manta Ray
Charters, Ecstasea Diving
and Snorkelling tour,
HMagnetic Island Sea
Kayaking, Low 1slas
Sailaway, Poseidon Quter
Reel Crulses, Graat
Advanture Crulses

-

Doing your bit to look after it!

¥ou can help to improve the water quality of the Great Barrier Reef when on the land and in your home,

workplace or scivool by:

Kaaping drains and gutters free of chemicals and rubbésh, 25 what goes into drains, cresks and rivers may end

g in the ocean

Putting all litter in the bin and recycling to keep the Great Barrier Reef clear and free of litter

Washing your car on the lawn instead of in your driveway or on the street, &5 detengents will wash into nearby
drains and may end up In local waterways and eventually the Great Barrier Raaf

Compasting and using garden beds or vegetation strips sround Your horme o capture rainwater and minimise runefl
Helping to ensure wetlands in your reglon are protected, as wetlands store and filter water run-off

Minimise soil eroslon by maintaining vegatation and groundcowver around your hame, Tarm or workplace to probect
=il from raindrop impact, especially during seasonal rainfall events

Sharing your knowledge about the alfects of declining water quality with others

Implemanting best practices such as water recyding systems on your land and in your home, workplace or school
— this information i availahle fram your industry group ar Lacal Council

Joining a lecal community group that actively supports the protection of our coasts and cceans such as Waterwatch,

Seagrass Watch, Landcere or Coastcars.:

The Great Barrier Reed Marine Pard Asthorihy
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Al profile of

Bill Whiteman
Chair Hinchinbrook LTIAC

Bill Whiteman is the Chair of the Hinchinbrook Local Maring
Advisory Committes [LMAC)Y and he has held this position
since the Hinchinbrook LMAC began in 1999, As a member
of the Himchinbrook LMAC, Bl represents the towrism industry
and he is interested in all mswes that affect the health of the
Great Barrier Roef, especially water quality

Bill is the Director of Hinchinbrook 1sland Ferres &
Wilderness Lodge, one of the few tourism operations that
provide visitors bo the Cardwell region with the opportunity
to visit the magnificent and remote Hinchinkrook Island, Bill
Is wery proactive In helping to ensure Hinchinbrook Island,
and the waters of the Great Barrier Reef that suround it,
are consarved and protectad for the future, so many mone
people can anjoy this amazing wikderness exparience

Bill bedleves that LMACs play a wery Impartant role in the
managemsnt and protection of the Marine Park by Bringing
all commuenity interest groups together to discuss and make
recismmendations on marine management issues, His goal
as Chair of the Hinchinbrook LMALC is to help bring thess
groups together, even those with very conflicting views, to
achleve positive outcomas for tha protection of the local
Bnvironmenl

e of Bill's greatest achlevements as LMAC Chalr was
the creation of the Hinchinbroak Dugong Protection &rea
Management (transit lanes) brochwre, which was developed
by the Hinchinbrook LMAL as part of the Cardwnsll Hinchinbroak
Man of Managemeant, This publication Is well ssed and is
recognised as & valuable infarmational and navigational
product by most Marine Park users in the Hinchinboork
PRI,

Along with the Hinchinbrook LMALC, Bill is also imeolved
im the Great Barrier Reel Ministerial Consultative commities
and he s the former President of the Cardwell Chamber of
COmmearce.

Bill has been involved im marne and environmental issues
far many years. He was previously employed as Regional
Superintendent of the Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service
(QFWS) and Research Technical Officer for Queans|and Forest
Service from 1969-1982, From 15983-1993, he was the
General Manager at Aurukun Community Inc, Bill was the
Director/Owner of Hinchinbrook I=sland Ferries from 1993~
1994 and has been the General Manager of Hinchinbrook
Island ‘Wilderness Lodge since 1999,

The Great Barrier Reed Marine Pard Asthorihy

Calendar of

Natienal Becyclimy Week

10 November 2004 |

| s shon Beach IEIHE l'IuIin% 3
Contact: LMAC Conrdimaiar 4450 0784

Fﬁmw

Coastocare Week

EI:r|J51unr LIMAC Meeling
Contacl: LMAC Ceordinaler 4750 0784

irms LMAC Meeting
‘wntact: LMAC Cosrdinator 4750 0754

8 December 2000
Towrnsuille & Capricorn Coas! LMAC Meetings
Cantact: LMAC Coardinator 4750 0784

Tartle Breeding and Desting Seasen

cember - May |
Turtte halghlings emerge from {helr npsis-

T

GBRMPA

PO Box |
Townsville Qid 4810
Phone: 4750 GEOT

Fax: 4772 B093
Email: infoiligrbmpa.gov,au

If you do not wish to recelve this newsketter In the
future ar if you would fike to receive this newsletter
via email instead of as a hard copy, please emaill
seareadidgbempa. gov.au or phone the GERMPA an
4750 QBO7T.
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