
ZONING in the 
Great Barrier Reef Marine Park



What are the benefi ts of  Green (no-take) 
Zones?
Globally, no-take areas have been found to:

 · Protect spawning areas and nursery grounds 
 · Minimise damage to important habitats
 · Provide a refuge for protected species, such as turtles and dugongs
 · Boost species numbers, which helps the food web as a whole
 · Increase the abundance of fi sh 
 · Build the resilience of the reef against threats such as climate change and water   
  pollution.

Is zoning effective?
There are a number of programmes looking at the effects of zoning. Early 
indications are that zoning is working and preliminary research shows fi sh numbers 
are increasing. 

Research conducted the Australian Institute of Marine Science, on off-shore 
reefs from Cairns to Gladstone, found coral trout is now about 50 per cent 
more abundant in no-take Green Zones.

James Cook University research in the Whitsunday Islands found numbers of 
both coral trout and stripey sea perch were more than 1.7 times higher.
 

Why is this so important?
Bigger fi sh have more and stronger babies. For females of some reef fi sh 
species, an increase in length of one third can lead to 200 times more egg 
production. 

This is important for replenishing depleted fi sh stocks and is essential to the 
biological well-being of the Reef and the industries depentant on it remaing 
healthy. 
 
More fi sh in closed areas also make it more likely that increased fi sh 
populations will “spill over” into other zones. 

Don’t forget your zoning map when 
boating and fi shing! 
Free zoning guides and maps are widely available.

They can be found in bait and tackle shops, visitor information centres, ship 
chandlers, Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service offi ces and Queensland 
Boating and Fisheries Patrol offi ces. 
 Boaties can also contact the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority on  
 1800 990 177 for a free map. 
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