
ilomps 2uptia inoX 
oI  XdoD 8 am2 asuala 

saAmpw Jo of qndaH auz 
32iflE1113IIIDV GNV SHIHHHSILI JO AILLSINIW 

NOILLDHS H02IV3SM' aNIIIVIAI 

AbiVE1911 

1.661. Rcill ZZ 

ADEloHinv NHVd RNIHVIAI 
ti328V8 itie:360 

SAN 

103 

I66T '11/4.IIPTP :.LNG 
ZT :ON 

8CC9ZC `60CZZ£ (096) AP.3 
SVIAI COLL :x11 • 

60CZZ£ `8Z£ZZ£ :PI 
-son!pluoi 

`121 l rum DV CINV S3I213HSIA JO /kNISINIIAI 
NOLLMIS HMVIS321 3NDIVIN 

-:pamoa suo?7Da1unwuloa daqpnj dog 

tsc :ON  -oau 

HILLITV3N 

sma 
NO MIMI 
SAVM1V 

-:11HHIAIHIAIMI (NV 

i'2u!qi UMO 
si! op aaninu lal  pun 'cepa of alp aq pinotis non 
pun tionaq alp tuoaj }pug Ham pllnq pun salld 
uo pung 1112nojiou pun painpowtu000u aq of 
spaau ingi apico `xald woo `tuaal 2uol nio laud 
!plus auo Apo slaps non intim intp aaquiatuaa 
smolt plum alp atop ixau os •sanlprew alp 
u! latpaol on puns pun ‘satvem ‘spulm mog 
2utpunisaapun of dais isau n s! 1! `aanamoH 
sup asnjuoo Atu sanan maj isud atp aano 

°sod pupek la!" alp pun `sluana tuaols IBUOIS 
-moo 	mool jo aouasaad atp aoponad uI 

ONIUNIVISITHCENfl 

laosaa anon uo saqouaq of 
2utuaddnq aas non intim sagoinut Aloaqi sup 
aatpaqm MODS[ sn laq lsna !linos alp of 2ut 

aq pinogs sationaq atp ire imp unatu 
pinom sup ktoatp uI •uopoaam aatpo Aire 
utoaj unto isamtpaou alp atm aa2uoals pun 
aa2uolicpunou!Ols .2u!molq uaaq SPIT pupa alp 
iegi sanaddu 1! Ham 	unatu lln  i! saop intm 

SUNIM MN ONVIIVAHIld 

.g aan23 trt tuAoqs 
sn suoosuotu alaidutoo omi aoj sgeduloo 

EDITORIAL 

MALDIVES - DREAM-LIKE REALITY! 

The COT newsletter started in February 1990 
with the intention of increasing awareness 
about environmental issues in the Maldives. 

Unfortunately, in far too many hearts, we still 
sense acceptance of the inevitibility of a dete-
riorating environment. Indeed there is an 
almost, lemming-like, urge to charge to-
wards, and over, the precipice of environ-
mental no return... perhaps these people 
hope that it is all just a nightmare and the fall 
will wake-them up. 

Well it is no nightmare... The Maldives envi-
ronment is certainly deteriorating but it is 
certainly not too late to do something about 
it. You can still find beautiful islands with 
palm fringed sand beaches. The lagoon wa-
ters are still turquoise clear and the coral 
reefs still support a profusion of fish. 

Now one year and twelve issues of the COT 
newsletter later the message to those who 
are awake to the risks and realities of a devel-
oping world remains unequivocable and 
clear-cut. Environmental degradation is not 
the inevitible consequence of this develop-
ment. All the process requires is a little less 
consideration of short-term profit and a 
little more social responsibility. The means 
to manage natural resources are there and 
where there is doubt there is always the 
safety valve of caution. 

The choice between `give-up' or `get-it-to-
gether' still exists. All it needs is the will! 

1990 SUMMARY 

And what of the health of the reefs and islands 
of the Maldives? In 1990 staff from Marine 
Research Section have travelled from the 
northernmost island in the archipelago, Haa 
Alif Thuraakunu, to the southernmost, the 
old RAF base on Gan in Addu atoll. They have 
visited 35 uninhabited islands, 56 local is-
lands and at least 20 tourist Resorts. They 

have checked reefs at more than 90 sites. If 
those Resorts that have joined the 'Adopt a 
Coral' scheme are included corals have been 
adopted at 57 separate locations in 16 
administrative atolls (fig. 1). In north and 
south Male' atoll Marine Research Section 
staff have set-up 5 permanent reef monitor-
ing sites to act as a baseline to monitor for 
longer-term environmental change. 

STATE OF THE ISLANDS IN 
1990? 

Fortunately serious population problems are 
only evident on a handful of the 56 inhabited 
local islands that were visited. At these 
densely populated islands nearly every inch of 
land is used for housing, there are few trees, 
the beaches are hidden beneath coral walls 
and the groundwater is increasingly salty. 
Yes the people are happy and cheerful but 
there is the suggestion that they might like 
to move, that there is no place to build a home 
for the children, that there are too many rats. 
Hopefully the time bomb of a population 
growth rate of 3.7% can he defused before all 
the islands become like this. 

There are still many uninhabited islands to 
move to. Wave washed palm fringed coral 
sand beaches and turquoise lagoons are the 
norm. There are the scars of beach erosion if 
you look carefully but they come and go 
according to the natural cycles of the mon-
soons and their accompanying storms. The 
ominous evidence for greenhouse orches- 
trated beach erosion cannot be seen 	yet. 

The frigate birds still come to roost on Baa 
Olhugiri and Gaaf Alif Hi thaadhoo. The 
turtle still survives though the locals say 
nesting is rarer and occurs on fewer and fewer 
islands. 

On many Resorts the story is less and less 
that of harmonious interraction with the 
natural environment and more and more a 
futile battle for subjugation. More and more 
beaches that were once - sandy are now 
cemented coral rubble walls. Many resorts 
continue to treat the Maldives environment 
as a tip for their rubbish and their sewage. 

Fig. 1 LOCATION OF CORALS ADOPTED IN 1990 IN THE REPUBLIC OF MALDI-
VES. 
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MALDIVES - DREAM-LIKE REALITY! 

The COT newsletter started in February 1990 
with the intention of increasing awareness 
about environmental issues in the Maldives. 

Unfortunately, in far too many hearts, we still 
sense acceptance of the inevitibility of a dete-
riorating environment. Indeed there is an 
almost, lemming-like, urge to charge to-
wards, and over, the precipice of environ-
mental no return... perhaps these people 
hope that it is all just a nightmare and the fall 
will wake-them up. 

Well it is no nightmare... The Maldives envi-
ronment is certainly deteriorating but it is 
certainly not too late to do something about 
it. You can still find beautiful islands with 
palm fringed sand beaches. The lagoon wa-
ters are still turquoise clear and the coral 
reefs still support a profusion of fish. 

Now one year and twelve issues of the COT 
newsletter later the message to those who 
are awake to the risks and realities of a devel-
oping world remains unequivocable and 
clear-cut. Environmental degradation is not 
the inevitible consequence of this develop-
ment. All the process requires is a little less 
consideration of short-term profit and a 
little more social responsibility. The means 
to manage natural resources are there and 
where there is doubt there is always the 
safety valve of caution. 

The choice between `give-up' or `get-it-to-
gether' still exists. All it needs is the will! 

1990 SUMMARY 

And what of the health of the reefs and islands 
of the Maldives? In 1990 staff from Marine 
Research Section have travelled from the 
northernmost island in the archipelago, Haa 
Alif Thuraakunu, to the southernmost, the 
old RAF base on Gan in Addu atoll. They have 
visited 35 uninhabited islands, 56 local is-
lands and at least 20 tourist Resorts. They 

have checked reefs at more than 90 sites. If 
those Resorts that have joined the 'Adopt a 
Coral' scheme are included corals have been 
adopted at 57 separate locations in 16 
administrative atolls (fig. 1). In north and 
south Male' atoll Marine Research Section 
staff have set-up 5 permanent reef monitor-
ing sites to act as a baseline to monitor for 
longer-term environmental change. 

STATE OF THE ISLANDS IN 
1990? 

Fortunately serious population problems are 
only evident on a handful of the 56 inhabited 
local islands that were visited. At these 
densely populated islands nearly every inch of 
land is used for housing, there are few trees, 
the beaches are hidden beneath coral walls 
and the groundwater is increasingly salty. 
Yes the people are happy and cheerful but 
there is the suggestion that they might like 
to move, that there is no place to build a home 
for the children, that there are too many rats. 
Hopefully the time bomb of a population 
growth rate of 3.7% can he defused before all 
the islands become like this. 

There are still many uninhabited islands to 
move to. Wave washed palm fringed coral 
sand beaches and turquoise lagoons are the 
norm. There are the scars of beach erosion if 
you look carefully but they come and go 
according to the natural cycles of the mon-
soons and their accompanying storms. The 
ominous evidence for greenhouse orches- 
trated beach erosion cannot be seen 	yet. 

The frigate birds still come to roost on Baa 
Olhugiri and Gaaf Alif Hi thaadhoo. The 
turtle still survives though the locals say 
nesting is rarer and occurs on fewer and fewer 
islands. 

On many Resorts the story is less and less 
that of harmonious interraction with the 
natural environment and more and more a 
futile battle for subjugation. More and more 
beaches that were once - sandy are now 
cemented coral rubble walls. Many resorts 
continue to treat the Maldives environment 
as a tip for their rubbish and their sewage. 

Fig. 1 LOCATION OF CORALS ADOPTED IN 1990 IN THE REPUBLIC OF MALDI-
VES. 
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