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Partnering with Traditional Owners
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The Authority’s Indigenous Partnerships Section is supported by 18 dedicated staff
based in Townsville and Cairns. It delivers a strong Indigenous engagement program
across the Great Barrier Reef catchment that builds understanding and consideration
of the varying Traditional Owner values and Reef connections.

The Land and Sea Country Partnerships Program empowers sea country managers
through involvement in policy development and sponsorship opportunities. It enforces
sea country management initiatives with strengthened Indigenous compliance, liaison
and training. It also engages and strengthens communication with Traditional Owners
through the Indigenous Reef Advisory Committee, on-country meetings, joint patrols,
policy development and knowledge sharing.
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The Gunggandii Traditional Use of Marine Resources
Agreement was jointly accredited by the Australian and
Queensland governments on 28 June 2016. The agreement
was developed by the Gunggandiji Traditional Owners of the
Yarrabah Region with support from the Great Barrier Reef
Marine Park Authority and Queensland Government and
covers three key areas: Green Island, Michaelmas Cay and
Fitzroy Island. Under the agreement no hunting of turtle or
dugong will occur in these areas.

In May 2016 more than 70 Traditional Owners from

16 groups, marine managers and other government
representatives attended the Girringun Sea Country Forum.
Cultural values and traditional knowledge about sea country,
Traditional Use of Marine Resources Agreement awareness,
compliance activities and training were discussed.

Forty-seven saltwater Woppaburra Traditional Owners

met on North Keppel Island with government partners

and scientists to help inform, educate, and build stronger
partnerships for sea country management in the Keppel
Islands region of the Marine Park. For some participants this
was the first time they stepped onto their sea country.
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Junior ranger programs provided opportunities for
Indigenous and non-Indigenous students to connect with
country and learn from local Traditional Owners. In 2015-16
junior rangers learnt about turtle rehabilitation work, marine
life, marine career pathways, and local Indigenous culture.
These activities inspire kids to be the Reef protectors of the
future.
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With our support local Traditional Owners delivered a
week-long ‘Reef Dreaming’ school holiday program at
Reef HQ Aquarium in Townsville reaching almost 4500
people and raising awareness of the importance of
cultural connections and values of the Great Barrier Reef.
The Indigenous Partnerships team also coordinated an
information booth at Celebrate the Reef community day in
October 2015, attended by more than 2000 people. This
was an excellent opportunity to engage with the community
and raise awareness of program activities including
Traditional Use of Marine Resources Agreements and the
Indigenous Compliance Program.
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Traditional Use of Marine -
Resources Agreements v
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+ 8 accredited

+ 17 tribal groups

+ 54+ public education signs

* 45,207 square kilometres of Reef
covered by Traditional Agreements

+ 2 new agreements under development

Girringun Sea Country
Forum (Mission Beach)

+ 70+ Traditional Owners

* 16 Groups

+ 7 Reef managers

+ Setting the future for sea
country management
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Traditional Owners

4500 people reached

through Reef Dreaming holiday
program at Reef HQ Aquarium, the
National Education Centre for the
Great Barrier Reef
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of the first Traditional Use of Marine Resources
Agreement — with Girringun Traditional Owners

70+

youth participated

in junior ranger
programs on country
with Traditional Owners

Nearly a quarter
of the Great Barrier
Reef Marine Park
coastline is covered
by Traditional Use of
Marine Resources
Agreements and an
Indigenous Land
Use Agreement

Reef Indigenous compliance training and patrols /&Y =
+ 81 Traditional Owners received compliance training w

Advisory
Committee
meetings

Engagement in the
field by region

* Far Northern Region 24%
* Northern Region 19%
+ Central Region 42%
+ Southern Region 15%
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+ 31 compliance patrols involving 44 Traditional Owners
* More eyes and ears on the ground — better withesses and intelligence

The Land and Sea Country Partnerships Program

is delivered by the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park
Authority with funding support through the Australian
Government’s Reef Programme.

Further information

indigenous_partnerships@gbrmpa.gov.au

www.gbrmpa.gov.au
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